Armenian Evangelical Bethel church
Ministry Report 2008
“Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all you people. For great is his love
toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the Lord!”
Psalm 117
2008 was another bright year at our Christian Education Centre. Those who know and follow
closely the activities at this Centre can testify to all the blessings we have experienced throughout
the year.
Here are some of the highlights.
Calendar
-----------January- 6-7
January 27
February- 8
February 16
February 23
March 7
March 24 – 29
March 30
April 15
April 24
May 1
May 15
May 30
June
June 8
June 13
June 22
June 29
June 30
July 13
July 18
July 7 – August
August 18 - 21
August 21 - 25
October 4October
October
October 26
November 16November 29 – December 3
December 19
December
December 21

-Yerakhdik Choir Christmas Performance.
-Worship Service for the Unity of the Church
-Meeting with Austrian Delegation
- Young Couples meeting
-Leadership Training seminar for youth groups
- World Day of Prayer
-Easter
- Public Lecture
- Armenian Evangelical Women’s Council Seminar
-Commemoration of the 93rd Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide
-Midday Program on Ascension Day
- “Mother’s Day Celebration
-KG Graduation Ceremony
- Beginning of the Construction Project of the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Secondary School
-Sunday School Commencement Ceremony
-Public Lecture
-“Armiss” Art School Recital
- The Inauguration of the Armenology Department at the
Government University of Aleppo
-Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary school Commencement
ceremony
-Yerakhdik Choir Concert in Memory of the Late
Rev. Barkev Apartian
-Public Lecture
-DVBS
-Armenian Evangelical Schools of Syria
Reevaluation Seminar for Teachers
- Bethel Church Annual Retreat
-Armenian Night for a Norwegian Delegation
- Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Teens (badani-asbedner)
Activities
- Armenian Diaspora Minister’s visit to Rev. Haroutune Selimian
- Aleppo College Alumni Banquet
-A fellowship Luncheon
-Christmas Exhibition
-Public Lecture
-AGBU’S VISIT TO REV. HAROUTUNE SELIMIAN
-Christmas Banquet
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YERAKHDIK CHRISTMAS
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church own Children’s Choir “Yerakhdik”, made up of 42
children and directed by Mrs. Shoghagat Apartian-Selimian, brought joy, warmth and blessings to
the many who had decided to celebrate Christmas on the 6th and 7th of January, 2008 with us. The
program contained newly arranged traditional Christmas songs. The new arrangements and the
pure angelic voices of these well-trained and talented filled our hearts with joy as did the back-up
ensemble oc Nanor Mikaelian on flute, George Jebejian on Soprano sax, Hani jabbour on Guitar,
and Shant Kerbabian on Percussion. At the end of the program Rev. Selimian expressed his
gratitude to all those who had made this program possible. He went on to say that just like the
angels shared the Good News of the new-born Jesus we in turn must do the same. Yes, let’s share
the message.

Worship Service for the Unity of the Church
Jesus Said. “…may they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me.” John. 17.23
On Sunday January 27 the Heads of the Armenian Evangelical, Catholic and Orthodox Churches
had called for a worship service to pray for “The Unity of Church” at the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church. Among the attendees were clergy, lay-leaders and most of all believers. After the
welcoming words of Rev. Serop Mgrditchian, the Scripture passage was read by Rev. Vatche
Ekmekjian. The theme of the year was found in 1 Thessalonians 5.17 “Pray continually”. Rev.
Haroutune Selimian delivered a message on behalf of the Armenian Evangelical Community. In his
message he invited everyone present to make every effort to the keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace as one body and one spirit in. During the service “Yerakhdik” Children’s Choir
presented inspirational songs, accompanied on piano by Shoghagat Apartian Selimian. The service
ended with prayer and benediction said by the heads of the Armenian, Catholic and Orthodox
churches.

Meeting with Austrian Delegation
On 8 February, 2008, Rev. Selimian received an invitation from the grand Mufti of Syria, Ahmad
Badr Eddin Hassoun, to attend a meeting with an Austrian delegation. The Austrian delegation
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greeted the evangelical, orthodox and Catholic Church delegations, and consulted them on how to
help to build and develop Syria by affirming their cooperation with all different communities. In
this meeting Rev. Selimian presented a message on behalf of the Christian Communities.

YOUNG COUPLES’ MEETING
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church young couples’ Committee initiated a special meeting on
Valentine’s Day. The meeting was held at the Soghomonian Hall with 27 young couples attending.
The program included a time of fellowship, renewal, prayer, worship as well as a lecture. The
evening convened with the opening and welcoming words of Mr. Samuel Mncherian. After the
worship, the pastor gave a lecture titled “The Importance of Love and Respect between Couples”.
The climax of the evening was when Mrs. Sosi Bakhchejian led the couples in a variety of games.
Praise God for our Young Couples!

LEADERSHIP TRAINING SEMINAR FOR YOUTH GROUPS
On the 23 rd of February 2008 the Christian Endeavor Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches
successfully organized a one-day leadership training seminar. We were delighted to welcome
fifteen highly motivated young participants prepared to dig into the topic “Mere Christianity”
guided by Miss Vartoug Balikjian. To begin with she presented the biography of C.S. Lewis,
(author of the book). She continued by explaining the background and the main purpose behind the
writing of this book. After the seminar, there was a question-and-answer session. The evening
ended with a prayer of thanksgiving by Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Chair of the Christian Endeavor
Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
On the 7th of March 2008, a very special worship service was held for the Armenian Evangelical,
Orthodox and Catholic Communities. More than two Hundred women gathered for worship, prayer,
fellowship, as well as to share God’s joy, love, mercy, power and beauty with each other. Rev.
Vatche Ekmekjian started out the program when using a Video to give a brief presentation about the
country of Guyana (South America). The program also included Scripture readings, spiritual songs
and prayers. The keynote speaker for the day was father Vahan Berberian, of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of Aleppo. The theme was based on Proverbs 18.1-15, “God’s Wisdom gives us a
New Understanding”. The service ended with a prayer said by the Rev. Haroutune Selimian. After
the worship service the ladies experienced a time of warm fellowship on the campus of the church.

Easter Exhibition 24-29 March
During Easter the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Sunday-School teachers organized an
exhibition, which was opened on Saturday the 15th of March, 2008, in the presence of leaders and
members of the Armenian Evangelical Churches, directors of schools and representatives of cultural
centers and foundations. The Sunday-School children had prepared original handicrafts, handmade
Easter artifacts and art works. Food prepared by our talented church ladies was just as great as the
items on sale. The three-day exhibition brought the families of our church even closer to one
another.

Public Lecture
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, a public lecture was held on the
30th March 2008, at the Church. The Armenian consul to Aleppo H.E. Arthur Manaserian, pastors,
clergy and lay-leaders were among those in attendance. Rev. Haroutune Selimian; the minister of
the church warmly welcomed the guest speaker of the evening; Mrs. Liza Shirinian Keshishian, MA
in Art theory and History, University of Yerevan. “The Role and the Influence of Art in our Lives”
was the theme of her lecture. Through slides she showed the paintings of famous artists giving an
interpretation about their works. Towards the end of the evening Sevan Keshishian, Nanor
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Mikaelian, Shahe Keshishian and Carlos Bourdjian delighted us with their wonderful voices and the
evening ended with some words of thanks from Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

The Armenian Evangelical Churches’ Women’s Council Seminar:
On the Tuesday of the 15th of April 2008 the Armenian Evangelical Women’s Council convened a
seminar where Mrs. Betty Hatem, Mrs. Seta Kessablian and Mrs. Silva Mncherian were the
speakers. They had earlier participated in a seminar in Egypt organized by the Middle East Council
of Churches.
The speakers referred to three basic principles of growing deeper in service and hard work:
1- Always be present with spirit, truth and love.
2- Be punctual in carrying out your responsibilities.
3- Be trustworthy and responsible in the work given to you, and work towards achieving it with
loyalty and faithfulness.
During the seminar the participants had the opportunity to get closer to one another, to share
moments of discovery together and to grow spiritually. The seminar ended with a prayer of
thanksgiving and worship.

Commemoration of the 93rd anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Community Council, a commemoration service
was held on the 24th April 2008 dedicated to the 93 rd anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The
program included welcoming words by Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, a sermon presented by Rev.
Haroutune Selimian and pieces of Armenian music performed by the Armenian Evangelical
“Armiss” art school students. The Armenian Evangelical Bethel School students also recited
popular Armenian poems and showed slides of the. After the worship, the public went to the
martyr’s monument to remember the victims. The commemoration service ended with Rev.
Haroutune Selimian saying the benediction.
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A Midday program on Ascension Day -1 May
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Women’s’ Council organized a midday program for the
Church ladies on Ascension Day. The program started with welcoming words by Mrs. Suzan
Apartian. After that she invited those present to praise God by singing and glorifying the name of
Jesus. Afterwards Mrs. Apartian presented a spiritual meditation on the meaning of “Christ’s
Ascension”. The program was also enriched with an artistic section, a drama directed by Miss
Azniv Yacoubian and performed by a group of ladies. We were then entertained with some games
led by Mrs. Silva Nanejian. The program was followed by lunch.
CELEBRATION ON MOTHERS’ DAY
A special celebration on mothers’ day was held on Thursday 15th of May 2008, at the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church. All the ladies of the Armenian community were invited to this meeting.
The celebration was dedicated to our dear and much appreciated mothers. More than two hundredand-fifty women attended the service, which included a time of worship and praise led by Mrs.
Lena Ekmekjian and an artistic section comprising a choir and a medley of Armenian popular
poems performed and recited by the Armenian Evangelical Bethel High School students. The
keynote speaker at the worship service was Mrs. Lousin Shohmelian. She presented a lecture on the
subject “The Christian mothers and their responsibilities”. At the end of the program Mrs. Mary
Sarmazian was invited to the podium and was shown appreciation by the Women’s Council for her
work as a teacher and wonderful mother. The program ended with the Lord’s Prayer. After the
program those gathered had an hour of fellowship together on the campus of the church.

Graduation Ceremony of Kindergarten
The Year End Program and Graduation Ceremony of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel High School
kindergarten class was held on May 30th 2008, at the school’s Poladian Hall. The students
entertained the parents and the guests with music, recitations, dramas and Armenian folk dances. In
attendance were the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical Community, pastors, parents,
and guests. At the end of the program the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, Rev.
Haroutune Selimian was invited to the podium to present the diplomas to the kindergarten
graduates. The ceremony ended with the closing words and blessing from Rev. Haroutune Selimian.
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ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL BETHEL SECONDARY SCHOOL
The Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria has five Armenian and Syriac Evangelical Schools
under the leadership of the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical. The Education
Council members are Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Chair. Mrs. Houry Mousa Oghli, Secretary. Mr.
Haroutune Hallajian, Treasurer. Rev. Yousef Jabbour and Mrs. Lena Ekmekjian, Councilors.
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel School was built in Aleppo, Syria, in 1923. The school has 250
students and the Principle of the School is Mrs. Betty Yepremian. This is the eighth successive year
of an increased number of Armenian students enrolling. Several years ago when closing down the
secondary level of The Armenian Evangelical schools in Syria a steady decline of student enrolment
occurred. The Educational Council’s decision back in the year 2000 was to grant children aged 12
and above an opportunity to continue their education in a school with qualified teaching-staff and
an academically valid program. This was pioneered at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel School
with a program covering both elementary and secondary levels (KG 1-12th grade). After extending
classes to the 12th grade the Council decided to construct a second floor on the school building
containing 6 new classrooms, administration offices, Chapel, laboratory for chemistry and physics
as well as a computer lab. The construction project started in May, 2008 under the supervision of
the chair, Rev. H. Selimian.
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Sunday School Commencement ceremony, 8 June
On the 8th of June 2008 the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Sunday School Commencement
ceremony was held during the worship service. The program included testimonies of all graduates,
musical pieces performed by Karli Sahagian on piano, Shant Toutounjian on violin, as well as two
dramas performed by the Sunday School children. The titles of the dramas were “The Parable of the
Lost Coin” Luke 15.8-10, “The Parable of the Lost Son” Luke 15:11-32. The Children’s Choir
directed by Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian also sang a number of songs. After that the Sunday school
yearly report was presented by Verjina Ayvazian and Megheti Tatoyan. The sermon of the day
“Jesus Christ the Foundation of Church” was delivered by Rev. Haroutune Selimian based on 1
Corinthians 3.1-23. At the end of the ceremony, the graduates received Bibles as a gift. The
Worship service ended with a prayer of blessing from the church pastor.

PUBLIC LECTURE
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Board of Trustees a public lecture
was held on the 13th of June 2008, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Poladian Hall, in the
presence of the Director of Hygiene in Aleppo, Dr. Amer Etlas, other doctors from Aleppo
University and a huge crowd. Rev. Haroutune Selimian excitedly welcomed the audience and
invited Dr. Zahi Espiro (Lecturer at Aleppo University, Faculty of Mechanical Architecture) to
present the subject: “Human Aura and Pranic Healing”. Dr. Espiro started his lecture by giving an
introduction about the Human Pranic where he explained the intervals of Pranic healing. The
evening ended with some words of appreciation by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

‘ARMISS’ ART SCHOOL RECITAL
The Armenian Evangelical “Armiss” art school presented its second annual recital on Sunday June
22nd 2008, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Poladian Hall. Rev. Haroutune Selimian warmly
welcomed the capacity audience and invited the director of the school, Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian to
give a brief introduction about the school and its activities. During the recital fifty students
displayed their talents and musical abilities to the audience by presenting musical pieces on piano,
guitar, violin and flute. At the end of the program Rev. Haroutune Selimian expressed the
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community’s appreciation to the director and her teaching staff for their hard work in making this
event a success.

The Armenology Department at the Government
University of Aleppo
On Tuesday the 24th of June, 2008, a special meeting was held at the University of Aleppo in the
presence of Dr. Nizar Akeel, the Head of the University of Aleppo, Professor Spardag Seyrarian,
the Minister of Education of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Arshag Poladian the Ambassador of
Armenia in Damascus and Mr. Arthur Manaserian the Consul of the Armenian Consulate in
Aleppo, and Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Evangelical Community. The
basic reason behind the formal visit by the Minister of the Republic of Armenia was to fulfill the
long wish of the Armenians of Aleppo to set up the Armenian Foundation within the Governmental
University of Aleppo. During the meeting Dr.Nizar Akeel, the President of the University of
Aleppo, specifically thanked Rev. Haroutune Selimian the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community in Syria in appreciation of his efforts to establish the cooperation and relation between
the two universities by following up on the decision of the establishment of the Armenology
Department at the University of Aleppo. After the formal meeting, the two parties went to the
Faculty of Literature and Humanities, where the Armenology Department has been established.
After the opening ceremony of the Armenology Department, the honorary Armenian guests also
visited the Governor of Aleppo. Then, they were treated to an exquisite lunch at the house of the
President of the University.

Armenian Evangelical Bethel School Commencement Ceremony
The Commencement ceremony of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Elementary School was held on
June 30, 2007 on the school campus. Among those present were the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the Armenian consul to Aleppo H.E. Arthur
Manaserian, in addition to a number of clergy. There were also representatives of cultural centres and
foundations, the educational council of the Armenian Evangelical Community, parents and, of course,
fellow students. Following the Syrian and Armenian national anthems, Mrs. Betty Yepremian, the
principal of the school, offered the opening speech. The talented students then presented a beautiful
program of songs, music, recitals of poems, drama and dances, which were dedicated to the memory of
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some of the most famous Armenian poets: William Saroyan, Vahram Mavian and Hagop Oshagan. The
valedictorians of the middle school graduating class Hovhannes Bourounsouzian and Baraa Yousef
addressed the guests in Armenian and in Arabic. The principal of the school, Mrs. Betty Yepremian,
invited Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community to the podium
to present the diplomas to the Elementary School graduates. The ceremony ended with a prayer and
benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

Yerakhdik Choirs’ Concert in Memory of the Late Rev. Barkev Apartian
On July 13 The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, under the patronage of Rev. Haroutune Selimian,
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, organized a concert on the Church Campus, in
memory of the late Rev. Barkev Apartian. The evening was unique and was honoured by prestigious
guests from arch-bishops to pastors, consuls to laymen, sculptors to painters, doctors to politicians,
writers, musicians, businessmen, directors of schools, representatives of cultural centers and
foundations! The Concert was begun by Rev. Haroutune Selimian’s welcoming words before
introducing the “Yerakhdik” choir, made up of 13 young people who gave an outstanding performance
of patriotic and inspirational songs, conducted by Mrs. Shoghagat Apartian-Selimian, and accompanied
by Mrs. Nanor Mikayelian-Kekligian on the flute, Shant Tanileian and Vicken Sarkisian on the Violin,
Ara Tngrian on the Dudug. Houry-Dora Apartian-Friedli sang some songs written by her father the late
Rev. Barkev that had been composed and arranged by Rev. B. Apartian and Mrs. Shoghag Apartian Selimian. During the concert Rev. Barkev Apartian’s photos were shown as a slide show. At the end of
the Concert Rev. Selimian took the opportunity to thank the Choir members, talented musicians and
finally the director of the Choir. After that the Archbishop Shahan Sarkisian, head of the Armenian
Apostolic Church in Aleppo, express his heartfelt thanks and gave a testimony to the life of the late Rev.
Barkev Apartian. The evening ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

PUBLIC LECTURE
On July 18, 2008, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Soghomonian Hall, there was an
awareness lecture organized by the Bethel Church Board of Trustees. The lecture was delivered by
Dr. Zahi Espiro, Lecturer in Aleppo University, Faculty of Mechanical Architecture, who lectured
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on a fundamental subject: “The 6th sense as a preserved source of Knowledge”. The Lecturer gave
an introduction about the 6th sense and through the slides he emphasized the 6th sense’s presence in
every Human being. The lecture was attended by doctors, pastors of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches and a huge crowd. The lecture was very much appreciated by the audience. After the
lecture, there was a lengthy question-and- answer period. The evening ended with some words of
thanks by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

DVBS 2008
One of the most satisfying services during this summer was the Daily Vacation Bible School for
children taking place between 7TH July and 8th August 2008. One hundred children aged between 4
and 12 years, attended the five-week program that included cultural, social and spiritual lessons
prepared and presented by a highly qualified teaching staff. This staff often participates in the
seminars and workshops taking place in the Christian Education Centre of the church, and is also
dedicated volunteers both in the Sunday-School and Youth Group. Bible lessons were provided and
delivered by Miss Talar Marashlian; student of Near East School of Theology, Beirut-Lebanon. The
daily program included morning worship enriched with music, Bible lessons, English, French and
Armenian language lessons, computer lessons, general knowledge, cooking lessons, gymnastics as
well as artistic activities including crafts, the art of drawing, outdoor and indoor games and
organized outings. It is our prayer that the Holy Word we sow and water today will grow tomorrow
in our children’s minds and hearts through God’s perfect touch.

Armenian Evangelical Schools of Syria
Reevaluation Seminar for Teachers
We are grateful to the Lord, that this year the Christian Endeavor Union’s Summer Camp, KCHAG,
KESSAB welcomed us for this year’s Teacher’s Training Seminar held August 18-21, 2008. The
seminar was sponsored and organized by the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical
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Community in Syria. The reason behind offering this seminar was the educational, spiritual and
intellectual preparation of the participants by helping them discover new pedagogical and educational
methods.
There were 50 participants, both principals and teachers from schools belonging to the Armenian and
Syriac Evangelical Community in Aleppo, Kessab and Damascus, Syria.
The seminar started officially on Monday, the 18th of August, when the Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Chair
of the Armenian Evangelical Educational Council of Syria expressed his warm greetings and words of
appreciation to those present. The chairman of the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical
Community in Syria presented the vital vision and motivation behind the seminar. Within the three days
of the seminar the following topics were covered by educators from Aleppo University
-- Human dynamism.
--The art of communication with Students.
--Compensations of punishment.
-- Seven proficiencies’ that encourage the students to be cooperative with their surroundings.
--Body Language.
These subjects were presented by several highly recommended and qualified lecturers and specialist;
Dr. Zahi Espiro, Lecturer in Aleppo University, Faculty of Mechanical Architecture, and Mrs. Jihan
Egho.
We are grateful to the Lord for yesterday’s promises, today’s strength and endurance and tomorrow’s
vision. May He remain in us and that we from the Armenian Evangelical schools remain His faithful
ambassadors of wisdom, knowledge and light in this world.

ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL BETHEL CHURCH’S ANNUAL RETREAT IN KCHAG, KESSAB

The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s families had their annual retreat from 21 st– 25th August
2008, in the Christian Endeavor Summer Camp, Kchag-Kessab. The director of the camp was Rev.
Haroutune Selimian. The daily program included morning worship service, singing, Bible study,
various topics, group discussion, workshops, lectures, social events, learning and praying times,
sharing and fellowship and outdoor activities. During the four days of the retreat, the Church pastor
Rev. Haroutune Selimian presented three topics concerning the theme of “Unity in the body of
Christ” based on Ephesians 4-6; 1. Living as Children of Light 2. Living a life of love 3. Living
a life of victory. These summer camps are some of the important activities we are involved in to
strengthen the spiritual and national identity of our church members.
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ARMENIAN NIGHT
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church organized a splendid Armenian Night at the Church’s
Shirajian Hall on the 4 th of October. It was a joy to welcome a group of 25 representatives from
different Norwegian Lutheran Churches during their visit to Syria. Rev. Haroutune Selimian’s
began the evening with some welcoming words and gave a little bit of the history of the Armenian
Evangelical Church before introducing the guest speaker Mrs. Ani Chelebian-Hoglind who went on
to give a lecture labeled: “Armenians in History”. Very well prepared and with a video showing
Armenian Capitals and historical places Mrs. Chelebian-Hoglind made the lecture come alive even
more and the audience certainly received quite an insight into this very interesting subject, which
they will not easily forget. After the lecture Mrs. Shoghagat Apartain-Selimian on piano and Mrs.
Nanor Mikaelian-Kekligian on flute gave the audience a taste of Armenian jazz and Armenian folk
and spiritual music at its very best. The evening was followed by a fellowship time around a table
filled with Armenian delicacies, and there was no doubt that both Armenians and Norwegians felt
very much at ease with another.
At the end of this blessed Armenian Night Rev. Haroutune Selimian’s lifted his heart in
thanksgiving and gratitude to God for His abundant grace and love.
As an Armenian Church we were blessed to have this group visit us from Norway. May God
continue encouraging them on their journey in Syria and elsewhere.

Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Teens’ (badani-asbedner) activities
One of the most satisfying and blessed services that takes place at the campus of the church is
Junior High Group services. Junior High Group is made up of 40 teens, aged 12 to 17. They gather
twice a month, for worship, Bible study and fellowship. Together they experience God’s love, his
mercy, power and his joy while seeing his promises being fulfilled in their lives. They also enjoy
programs with games, competitions and visits to well-known factories.
On Sunday, 5th of October, under the patronage of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Youth
Committee, a rally paper game was held for the junior high group on the Campus of the Church.
They were divided into four groups and it took them two hours to complete the game.
We thank God for these young people, and pray that the divine message of God’s purpose for each
teen will reach and touch the hearts of those attending this bi-montly worship-service.
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A meeting between the Diaspora Minister for Diaspora Affairs of the Republic of Armenia,
Mrs. Hranush Hagopian, meets the Head of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria,
Rev. Haroutune Selimian
On Tuesday, October 7th 2008 Rev. Haroutune Selimian, together with the principal, teachers and
students of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel secondary school, warmly welcomed the Minister of
Diaspora Affairs, Mrs. Hranush Hagopian. She was accompanied by Mr. Arshag Poladian,
Armenia’s ambassador to Syria, and Mr. Arthur Manaserian, Armenia’s Consul in Aleppo.
After some short words of welcome the Minister of Diaspora Affairs asked Rev. Selimian to give a
brief history of the Armenian Evangelical Communities in Syria and in the world emphasizing their
hard work and many achievements, especially in Aleppo where once poor refugees with nowhere to
go have made a living for themselves and have in the process preserved their Armenian heritage and
identity and created a future for Armenians in both the Middle East as well as in Armenia.
Throughout the morning there were several friendly discussions concerning ways of cultivating an
even better relationship between Armenia and the Diaspora.

Aleppo College Alumni’s Banquet, 26 October
Under the auspices of the Aleppo College Alumni in the U.S.A. a banquet was held on the 26 th of
the October in Los Angeles. Rev. Selimian was invited to attend the banquet as the chair of the
Board of Trustees of Aleppo College for Girls. During the banquet a video featuring students of the
Aleppo College for Girls, which is called “Life is Back”, was presented by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian. He also made a presentation of new developments having taken place at the College
during the last 10 years.
At the end of the banquet Rev. Selimian presented two Gold Medals of the Union of the Arm.
Evangelical Churches in the Near East to the two graduates of Aleppo College, Mrs. Marie
Najjarian, for her humanitarian services both known and recognized by the Government of the
U.S.A., as well as to Mrs. Elizabeth Aghbabian.
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Fellowship Luncheon
On November 16th, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Young Couples Committee invited
the church members to a time of fellowship. Shirajian Hall was filled to capacity to enjoy the
delicious food so lovingly prepared by some of the families of the church. Mrs. Suzan Apartian
welcomed everyone on behalf of the church board of trustees and thanked the members who had
given of their time, worked so hard to prepare this delicious food, which they so generously had
shared with them all. Before the meal, Rev. Haroutune Selimian offered a prayer.
During these two hours, the church families had a great and blessed fellowship with each other. The
event ended with the benediction said by the Church pastor.
Christmas Exhibition 29 November- 3 December, 2008
In Soghomonian Hall, between the 29 th of November and 3 rd of December, the Women’s Auxiliary
of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church held a Christmas Exhibition of original Armenian
handicrafts, all kinds of gift items and a variety of Christmas and holiday decorations, making the
event the ideal place for any type of retail. Not forgetting special Armenian dishes to enjoy during
the Christmas Season.
The exhibition was inaugurated on Saturday, 29th of November, 2008. Pastors, representatives of
the Armenian cultural centers and foundations, school principals and a record number of guests
attended the opening ceremony of this special and unique exhibition. The evening began with the
welcoming words and prayer of Rev. Harotune Selimian. After that, the people watched the
exhibition with awe and did their Christmas shopping. We would like to extend our sincere thanks
to the women’s auxiliary and for every person who had made this event possible.

Public Lecture
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Board of Trustees, a public
lecture was held on the 19 of December 2008, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Soghomonian
Hall, in the presence of the Hygienic Director of Aleppo, Dr. Amer Etlas joined by other professors
from Aleppo University and a large audience. Rev. Haroutune Selimian warmly welcomed the
audience and invited Dr. Zahi Espiro, lecturer at the Faculty of Mechanical Architecture at the
Government University in Aleppo, to present the subject: “The Pyramid and the secret of its
powerful structure”. Dr. Espiro started his lecture by giving an introduction about the structure of
pyramids. He went on to explain the many uses of the pyramids. The evening ended with some
words of thanks by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

15

AGBU’S VISIT TO REV. HAROUTUNE SELIMIAN
AGBU’s executive Committee paid a visit to Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community on December 19th, at the President’s office. The Committee congratulated
the President of the Community for his newly assumed position as the President of the Armenian
Evangelical World Council for the years 2009-2010. During the meeting the Committee presented
AGBU’s future plans to Rev. Haroutune Selimian. After that they talked and exchanged ideas about
how to raise up a new Armenian generation worthy of the challenges ahead. The meeting was very
profitable.

Christmas Banquet 21 Dec.
On Sunday noon, 21st of December, 2008, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church once more
experienced the Joy of Christmas. The banquet was held at Aram Manoughian Cultural Center’s
restaurant “Ani”. The program included welcoming words by Mr. Samuel Mncherian, prayer and a
short message by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. After lunch, the members of the church enjoyed a
drama directed by Miss Azniv Yacoubian and presented by the junior high and youth groups; after
the drama George Chirishian and his band performed Armenian patriotic and folk songs. For the
children the best part of the banquet was when Santa Claus arrived and distributed Christmas gifts.
At the end of the program, the pastor of the church expressed his gratitude to everybody and
specially thanked all those who had served faithfully throughout the evening. At the end the pastor
thanked the ladies’ auxiliary for making this activity possible.
We thank God for blessing us with the vision to serve our people in this region of the world. Our
aim is to improve our Christian testimony and make it more effective. We ask you to continue to
pray for us as we serve our God by obeying and trusting Him.

16

