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----------------------------------------------------“I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My
soul will make its boast in the LORD; the humble will hear it and rejoice. O magnify
the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together ... Psalm 34:1-3”

Calendar
-----------January- 7
January 16
January 18
February 8
February 7
February 13
February 24
February 27
March 4
March 5
March 6
March 16
March 17
April 3
April 5
April 7
April 8
April 14
April 25
April 28
April 30
May 2
May 5
June 2
June 5
June 26
June 26
July 9
July 17
August 12

August 14
Sept. 5

- Armenian Evangelical Bethel Renovated Church’s
Rededication Ceremony and Musical Concert
- Junior High Group Commencement Ceremony
- Christian Unity Worship Service
- Intercommunal worship for Christian Unity
- Education as a Necessary Impetus for Civilization
-Young Couples Meeting
- Public Lecture
-130th Anniversary of the Christian Endeavor Union
- World Day of Prayer
- Dr. Iskender Louqa Meets the Head of the Armenian
Evangelical Community in Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian
- Juniors’ Day Celebration
- Rev. Selimian Receives the Visit of the Delegation of the
Jinishian Memorial Program
- Syrian Training Developers’ Award and Homage Evening
- Children's' World Day of Prayer
- Consultative Conference On “Strengthening National
Commitment”
- Easter Exhibition
- Public Lecture
- Public Lecture
- Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo Commemorate
the 96 th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
- Syrian Heads of Tribes’ Visit to Rev. Selimian
- A Concert Dedicated to the 96 th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide
- Consultative Meeting
- Celebration on Mother’s Day
- A Midday Program on Ascension Day
- Graduation Ceremony of Kindergarten
- "ARMISS Conservatory’s” 5 th Anniversary
- Peace on Earth
- Commencement Services of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Secondary School
- Fellowship Dinner
- A One-day Seminar
-Junior High Group Commencement Ceremony
-Benefit Concert for the Renovation of the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church’s Shirajian Hall

Sept. 17

Sept. 19-20
Sept. 5-25

- President of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Serj Sarkissian
honors the President of the Armenian Protestant
Community in Syria Rev. Haroutune Selimian
- Armenia –Diaspora Forum
- Teachers’ Training Seminar for the Teachers of the Armenian
Evangelical Schools

Oct. 4
Oct. 7
Oct. 9

Oct.10-14
Nov.13

- Farewell Ceremony to the Consul of the Armenian
Republic to Syria, Mr. Ashod Manougian
-Minister of Social Affairs and Labor for Syria, Dr. Radwan
Al Habib’s visit to Rev. Selimian
- Leadership Training Seminar for the Committees of the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church
- Cooking Course for the Women’s Auxiliary of the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church
- 165th Anniversary of the Founding of the Armenian
Evangelical Church

Nov. 19-24

- Christmas Exhibition

Nov. 27

- Leadership Training Seminar for the Committees of the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church
- Arshile Gorky Fine Art Committee’s visit to Rev. Selimian
- Christmas Banquet

Dec. 19
Dec. 25

Armenian Evangelical Bethel Renovated Church’s Rededication Ceremony and
Musical Concert
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints,
for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God” Psalm
84:1-2
At the end of the First World War the so-called civilized world treated what was left
of the Ottoman Empire, Turkey, as the winner, despite the terrible genocide that it had
carried out against the Armenian people mostly living in Cilicia, but now a part of that
country. Finally after having survived the death-camps many of the Armenians ended
up in Aleppo where they recreated a new ‘Armenia’. Jabriye and Suleymaniye
became the new home for these suffering people and in spite of their tragic and
desperate condition it wasn’t long before they started joining one another in churches
and creating schools to cater to their most immediate needs. This was the way the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church in Jabriye came about in 1922 and it has been
offering an Evangelical service ever since. Since June 2010 the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church has undergone a total renovation and on the 7 th of January, 2011 we
were happy to rededicate this church for many more years of service to the Lord, first
of all, and secondly to the Armenian people of Jabriye. Rev. Serop Mgerditchian led
the celebration as everybody joined in reading the Creed of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches. This was followed by the Dedication Anthem led by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian and Rev. Dr. Paul Haydostian offering the Dedication Prayer before he read
a letter of congratulation from Rev. Mgerditch Karageozian, the President of the
Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Middle East. The service ended
with Rev. Selimian saying the benediction.
But this was not the end of this long-remembered Dedication Service. Then Mrs.
Shoghagat Selimian with her musicians, Gostantine Popof on cello and George
Jebejian on soprano saxophone took the stage together with Yerakhdik Choir, Mrs.
Palig Kalemberian (renowned Opera Singer), and Miss Mary Arabajian. It was to be
an evening that could only be outmatched by the angels themselves singing at the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Once more the traditional Christmas hymns in new
setting gave the audience the Joy of the Lord. The evening ended with Rev. Selimian
thanking all the participants, including the heads of the Armenian Apostolic and
Armenian Catholic Churches and the audience for a Dedication Service well worthy
of the beautiful NEW Bethel Church. Well fitting this celebration the heads of the
Armenian Apostolic, Armenian Catholic and the Armenian Evangelical Churches said
the Benediction together!

Junior High Group Commencement Ceremony
On the 16 th of January 2011, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Junior High
Group Commencement Ceremony was held during the worship service. The program
included testimonies as well as reports from the graduates. During the service the
Sunday-school-children sang a number of songs, accompanied on piano by Mrs.
Shoghagat Selimian. The sermon of the day “All Are Looking for You” was delivered
by Rev. Haroutune Selimian based on Mark 1.29-39. At the end of the ceremony,
each graduate received a Bible as a gift. The Worship Service ended with a prayer of
blessing from the pastor of the church.

Christian Unity Worship Service
On Tuesday January 18, at 7:00 p.m., the Heads and the clergy of the Armenian and
all other Christian Churches were gathered for a special worship service for “Christian
Unity” at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. At the beginning of the service,
Rev. Haroutune Selimian welcomed the audience and delivered a message on behalf
of the Armenian Evangelical Community. In his message he invited everyone present
to make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace as one
body and one spirit. The program also included Scripture readings, spiritual songs
and prayers. After the worship service the everybody was welcome to experience a
time of warm fellowship at the church’s Soghomonian Hall.

Intercommunal worship for Christian Unity
Jesus Said. “…may they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John. 17.23
On Sunday, February 8, the Heads of the Armenian Evangelical, Catholic and
Orthodox Churches announced a worship service to pray for “The Unity of Church”
at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. Among the attendees were clergy, layleaders and the believers of the Church. The worship started with welcoming words
from Rev. Serop Mgrditchian after which he read the Scripture passage from Acts
2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to Prayer”. During the service, the heads of the three Armenian
Communities, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of The Armenian Evangelical
Community, Archbishop Bedros Mreyetian, Head of the Armenian Catholic Church
of Aleppo and Archbishop Shahan Sarkissian, Head of the Armenian Apostolic
church of Aleppo, all expressed their heartfelt thoughts to the audience. The service
ended with a prayer and benediction said by the heads of the Armenian, Catholic and
Apostolic churches.

Education as a Necessary Impetus for Civilization
Under the auspices of Haigazian University of Beirut and in collaboration with the
Armenian Evangelical Educational Council of Syria, the representative of admissions
office of Haigazian University of Beirut, Mrs. Tamar Keshisian from 7-10 February,
2011 paid a visit to all Armenian Secondary schools of Aleppo. The main purpose of
her visit was to give adequate information about the majors and degrees offered at the
Haigazian University. On Monday February 7, 2011, a special meeting was organized
by the Educational Council for the Armenian graduates of the University of Aleppo.
The evening was opened by the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community
and the Chair of the Educational Committee Rev. Selimian’s welcoming words. After
greeting the graduates he invited Mrs. Tamar Keshisian to do her presentation. This
included an excellent Power-Point Presentation of Haigazian University in Beirut with
all of its present educational curriculum as well as student activities, publications of
the Haigazian University Press as well as the Spiritual Life of the University. The
meeting was followed by a question-and-answer period and a reception.

YOUNG COUPLES MEETING
Each year, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Young Couples Committee
organizes a special meeting for the church couples on Valentine's Day. So on the 13 th
of February, 2011, it was held at the church's Soghomonian Hall in which 25 young
couples attended. The evening included a time of fellowship, renewal, prayer and
worship. The meeting convened with the opening and welcoming words of the
Church Pastor, Rev. Haroutune Selimian. After the worship, the pastor presented a
lecture titled: “The Meaning of Love". The climax of the evening was when Mrs. Sosi
Bakhchejian and Silva Mncherian led the couples in various games before everybody
was invited to a wonderfully tasty dinner. The evening ended with the concluding
words and prayer of the Rev. Haroutune Selimian. Praise God for our Young Couples.

PUBLIC LECTURE
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Protestant
Community in Syria and in collaboration with the Educational Committee of the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church a public lecture was held on the 24 th of
February, 2011, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. Attending the public
lecture were the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, pastors, clergy
and lay-leaders, directors of schools, representatives of cultural centers and
foundations, as well as a large number of other guests. Mrs. Lana BoynarianMalakian, warmly welcomed everybody on behalf of the Educational Committee and
also gave a short presentation of the key-note speaker of the evening, Rev. Haroutune

Selimian. The theme of Rev. Selimian’s lecture was “The Scriptures in Modern
Times”. In his Power-Point Presentation he pointed out;
-The values and the Authenticity of the Scriptures.
-The relationship between God and man in modern times.
-The role of the Scriptures in the educated man of modern times.
Mrs. Lana Boynarian–Malakian ended the evening with a word of thanks to the
speaker and to the attendants. Rev. Haroutune Selimian said the benediction and
everybody went to the Soghomonian Hall of the Church for a well-prepared
reception!

130th Anniversary of the Christian Endeavor Union
Sunday 27 February, 2011, on the occasion of the 130th anniversary of the founding of
the Christian Endeavor Union, the youth group of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church presented a very special program during the worship service of the church.
The program included testimonies, Scripture readings, spiritual songs, prayers, an
annual report and a video presentation. During the program a speech with the title
“Faithfulness” was delivered by Rev. Haroutune Selimian based on 1 Corinthians
11:23-29. The Worship service ended with the blessing said by the church pastor.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
On the 4 th of March, 2011, a very special worship service was held for the Armenian
Evangelical, Apostolic and Catholic Communities. More than two hundred women
gathered for worship, prayer, fellowship, as well as to share God’s joy, love, mercy,
power and beauty with each other. The program started with a video presentation by
Mrs. Houry Mousa Oghli, who also gave a brief information and a presentation about
the country of Chile. The program also included Scripture reading, spiritual songs and
prayers. The keynote speaker for the day was Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the President
of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria. The theme was based on the
following scripture passage “Mark 6:30-44”, “Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand”. The
service ended with a prayer said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. After the worship
service the ladies experienced a time of warm fellowship on the campus of the church.

Dr. Iskender Louqa Meets the Head of the Armenian Evangelical Community in
Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian
On the 5 th of March, 2011, Rev. Haroutune Selimian welcomed Dr. Iskandar Louqa,
the Counselor of the President of the Syrian Arab Republic, who brought President
Dr. Bashar al Assad’s greetings and warm wishes to the Armenian Community of
Aleppo. Referring to the Armenians of Syria as a community made up of very faithful
citizens highly appreciated by the authorities of this Country, through their cultural,
educational and other public activities.
During the meeting, the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, Rev.
Haroutune Selimian expressed his gratitude to the honorable President of the Syrian
Arab Republic, Dr. Bashar Al Assad, for his wise political leadership, especially when
the country is going through this very alarming moments in its history. Dr. Louqa
mentioned the cordial friendship between Syria and Armenia. He also said: This is the
result of the Syrian Arab Republic's age-long cooperation with the talented and
creative Armenian people in Syria, but especially in Aleppo. On behalf of the three
Armenian Church Heads and the Syrian Armenians, Rev. Selimian stressed, that the
Armenian Community in Syria will continue to stay faithful and useful to the country
it belongs to and the Arab identity of this country. At the end of the meeting with the
Counselor Dr. Iskandar Louqa, the two sides wished each other mutual success
and each one expressed its desire to meet again.

Juniors' Day Celebration
On the 6 th of March, 2011, the Junior High Group (badani-asbedner) Committee of
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel church invited the families of the church and the
parents of Junior High group to an artistic program. More than one hundred-and- fifty
people attended the excellent program. The program included welcoming words by
Anjella Daghlian. For almost two hours, the junior high group displayed their talents
and musical abilities to the audience by presenting musical pieces on piano, guitar and
violin, singing spiritual and patriotic songs as well as reciting poems. After the artistic
section, Miss Nazani Mncherian presented the Junior High Group activities through a
slide show. During this section Sona Balabanian gave brief information about the
Junior High Group Sunday get-togethers. The program ended with a word of thanksgiving and a benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

Rev. Selimian Receives the Visit of the Delegation of the Jinishian Memorial
Program
On the 16th of March, 2011, Rev. Selimian received the representatives of the Central
management of Jinishian Memorial Program. Among them were Mr. Doug Welsh
(Vice Director), Mrs. Elisa Minassian (Executive Director), Mr. Amjad Beblawi
(Coordinator), Mrs. Ani Cholakian (Aleppo Director) and Rev. Nouhad Tohme (vice
Secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches). Rev. Selimian in his speech,

praised the Jinishian Memorial Program’s humanitarian and God-pleasing ministries
for assisting the Armenian people after the big Genocide, in such dire need of support
and how this help has continued until our days and especially during the last few
years through much appreciated development programmes for a new and beter
educated generation of Armenians. At the end of the meeting, the Delegation
expressed their thanks and gratitude to Rev. Selimian for the continuous excellent
cooperation between the Armenian communities and the Jinishian Memorial Program.
Afterwards the guests visited the renovated Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church.

Syrian Training Developers’ Award and Homage Evening
Thursday, 17th March, 2011, on the occasion of the Teachers’ Day, a special award
and homage evening was held at the Syrian Qualification and Restoration
Management Center in Aleppo. The main reason behind this special evening was to
honor Mr. Ali Ahmad Mansoura (Aleppo Governor), Dr. Ahmad Badr Al Din
Hassoun (General Mufti of Aleppo) and Rev. Haroutune Selimian (President of the
Armenian Evangelical Community), on their great endeavours and many
achievements, especially, in the spheres of training and education. The ceremony was
attended by lecturers of the Aleppo University, state school educators and teachers,
who through their presence added to the uniqueness of the evening. On behalf of the
audience the Aleppo Governor praised the President of the Syrian Arab Republic, Dr.
Bashar Al-Assad, for his wise and capable leadership as a head-master of all
educational establishments in Syria.

Children’s World Day of Prayer
One of the most important and blessed services that takes place in the church is the
Sunday-School service. The Sunday-School consists of 80 children, aged 4 to 12.
They gather once a week for Worship, Bible Study and Fellowship. Together they
experience God’s love, mercy, power and joy while seeing His promises being
fulfilled in their lives. They also enjoy programs with games, competitions and visits
to well-known factories.
On Sunday, 3 rd of April 2011, under the patronage of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church Sunday School teachers, a worship service was held at the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church. The program included Scripture readings, spiritual songs,
prayers, testimonies, a drama and a slide show of the country of Cameroun. The
Worship service ended with the Lord's Prayer. Afterwards the children had a time of
fellowship on the campus of the Church.

Consultative Conference On “Strengthening National Commitment”
Under the Auspices of the Syrian Chamber of Commerce Women's Committee, a
conference was held on the 5th of April, 2011, at the hall of the chamber of
Commerce.
Rev. Selimian, president of the Armenian Evangelical World Council and the
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, was one of the guest speakers at the
conference, who presented a lecture on the following subject. "Women's significant
role in strengthening national commitment toward their Country". He focused on the
obligations and duties that every Syrian citizen should fulfill and implement toward
his country. The conference ended with some words of appreciation by Mr. Fouad
Jaryatli. The Conference was followed by a reception.

Easter Exhibition 7-11 April, 2011
During Easter the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Women’s Auxiliary
organized an exhibition, which was opened on Thursday the 7 th of April, 2011, in the
presence of leaders and members of the Armenian Evangelical Churches, directors of
schools and representatives of cultural centers and foundations. During the exhibition
original handicrafts, handmade Easter artifacts and art works were sold. The five-day
exhibition brought the families of our church even closer to one another.

PUBLIC LECTURE
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Protestant
Community in Syria and in collaboration with the Educational Committee of the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church a public lecture was held on the 8 th of April,
2011, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. Attending the public lecture were
the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, pastors, clergy and layleaders, directors of schools, representatives of cultural centers and foundations, as
well as a large number of other guests. Mrs. Silva Mncherian, warmly welcomed the
audience on behalf of the Educational Committee and invited Rev. Haroutune
Selimian to present a lecture on the subject. “Creation and the Fall of Men”. Through
a slide show he presented scientific and theological interpretations about the history of
God’s creation and the following process. The program ended with some words of
appreciation by Mrs. Silva Mncherian and a benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian. The meeting was followed by a reception on the Campus of the Church.

Public Lecture
Under the Auspices of the Aleppo Governor, Mr. Ali Ahmed Mansoura, and in
Collaboration with the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria,
Rev. Haroutune Selimian, a public Lecture was held on the 14th of April, 2011, at the
Kevork Yessayan Hall. The President of the Armenian Evangelical Community,
pastors, consuls, politicians, clergy, lay-leaders, directors of schools, representatives
of cultural centers and foundations and a large number of guests were present at this
special program. The evening started with Mr. George Dawle welcoming the
audience. The keynote speaker of the evening was Dr. Iskender Louqa (first counselor
of the Syrian Arab Republic President’s office). The lecturer spoke on a very
important subject: “Syria as a Land of Mission”. The public was also enriched by
three musical pieces composed, arranged and performed, on piano, by Mrs. Shoghagat
Apartian-Selimian, accompanied on Flute by Mrs. Nanor Mikayelian, on Soprano
Sax, by Mr. George Jebejian, on Violin, by Mr. Shant Tanielian and a medley of
Armenian popular poems recited by Miss Salpi Darakjian. The program also included
a medley of Armenian popular poems recited by Miss Salpi Darakjian and a dance
presentation of Armenian and Arabic Folk Dances, performed by the Sartarabad
Dance Group. At the end of the evening Rev. Selimian addressed the audience and
stressed the importance of all Syrian Citizens being faithful toward their Country and
their President. Afterwards Rev. Selimian invited the Aleppo Governor to give a
speech from his heart. After the Governor’s speech, Rev. Selimian presented to the
Aleppo Governor and Dr. Iskender Louqa, the keynote speaker of the day, with silver
plates as symbolic gifts for this unforgettable evening on behalf of the Central
Committee of Syria.

Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo Commemorate the 96 th Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide
On the 25th of April, 2011 under the auspices of the Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East, a commemoration service was dedicated to
the 96 h anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The ceremony started with welcoming
words, scripture readings and a prayer offered by Rev. Serop Mgrdichian. The day's
sermon was delivered by Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community. Its theme was “We Will Continue Seeking Our Rights
through the Recognition of the Armenian Genocide”. After the worship, all went to
the Martyrs’ Monument in remembrance of the victims.

Syrian Heads of Tribes’ Visit to Rev. Selimian
On the 28 th of April, 2011, the Rev. Haroutune Selimian welcomed the Syrian heads
of Tribes, the Sheikh Abd El Latif AlJemili, Sheikh Jneydan and Sheikh Faysal
Mahmoud Al-Ramadan, who expressed their sincere feelings concerning the
Armenian Genocide and congratulated the Armenian people on their brave past, great
present and progressive spirit. During the meeting, the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian expressed his gratitude to the
honorable heads of tribes and thanked them for their constructive effort of
encouraging cooperation between their own people and the talented and capable
Armenian people, especially in Aleppo. At the end of the meeting with the heads of
tribes, the two sides wished each other mutual success.

A Concert Dedicated to the 96 th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
On Saturday, April 30, 2011, under the patronage of the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, the Rev. Haroutune Selimian and in collaboration with
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church a concert was held dedicated to the 96th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The concert began with Mrs. Silva
Mncherian’s welcoming words after introducing the evening's performers, Mrs. Palig
Kalemkerian (Opera singer), Professor Gostantine Popof (Cellist) and Mr. George
Jebejian (Saxophonist) and the conductor Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian on the piano. The
musicians with singers then presented newly arranged songs composed and written by
our native musicians Magar Yegmalian and Gomidas. At the end of the concert Rev.
Selimian took the opportunity to express his heart-felt thanks to the talented
musicians. The evening ended with a benediction said by Father Mashdots Arabatlian.

Consultative Conference
Under the Auspices of the Directorate of Culture in Aleppo, a conference was held on
the 2 nd of May, 2011, at the State Cultural center.
Rev. Selimian, president of the Armenian Evangelical World Council and the
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, was one of the main speakers at the
conference, where he presented a lecture on the subject. "Faith and Love towards the
Motherland". He talked about the faithfulness toward the motherland and he said. “A
faithful citizen should not express his patriotism by words only, but by warm feelings.
He should love his country and keep it precious as his own possession”. The
conference ended with Mr. Fouad Jaryatli thanking the audience. The Conference was
followed by a reception.

CELEBRATION ON MOTHERS’ DAY
On the 5 th of May, 2011, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church the Ladies’
Council of the Armenian Evangelical Churches invited the ladies of the Armenian
community to an excellent program and worship service, dedicated to our dear and
much appreciated mothers. More than two hundred women attended the service,
which included an artistic section, where a medley of Armenian popular poems was
recited by Miss Titar Chorbajian. The keynote speaker at the worship service was
Mrs. Mariana Ghazarian. In her message, she emphasized the qualities of virtuous
MOTHER. At the end of the service Mrs. Houry Mousa Oghli honored three women
by presenting them with symbolic gifts. The program ended with the Lord’s Prayer.

A Midday Program on Ascension Day
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Women’s Council organized a midday
program for the Church ladies on Ascension Day. The meeting was held on the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s premises. The program started with
welcoming words by Mrs. Silva Mncherian. She invited those present to praise God
by singing and glorifying the name of Jesus. Afterwards Mrs. Suzan Apartian
presented a spiritual meditation on the meaning of “Christ’s Ascension”. The program
was also enriched with an artistic section, in which a drama directed by Miss Azniv
Yacoubian was performed by a group of ladies. Then Mrs. Silva Mncherian and
Gracy Kabayan entertained us with some games. The program was followed by lunch.

Graduation Ceremony of Kindergarten
The Year End Program and Graduation Ceremony of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel High School Kindergarten class was held on June 5th 2011 at the school’s
Poladian Hall. The students entertained the parents and the guests with music,
recitations of poems, dramas and Armenian folk dances. In attendance were the
Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical Community, pastors, parents, and
guests. At the end of the program the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian was invited to the podium to present the
diplomas to the kindergarten graduates. The ceremony ended with the closing words
and blessing from Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

"ARMISS Conservatory’s” 5th Anniversary
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church hosted a memorable ceremony on June 26,
2011, to celebrate the 5 th anniversary of “Armiss Conservatory”. The event was held
at the Poladian Hall of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel School with its stage
decorated with flowers and musical notes. Among the guests were clergy, lay-leaders,
Central Committee members, and Educational Committee and students families. Mrs.
Shoghag Selimian (Director of “Armiss Conservatory”) warmly welcomed the
audience and gave a brief introduction about the school and its activities. Afterwards,
sixty students of “Armiss Conservatory” displayed their talents and musical abilities
to the audience by presenting musical pieces on piano, guitar, violin, flute and cello.
The evening closed with Rev. Selimian’s words of thanksgiving and congratulatory
remarks to the director and her teaching staff for their hard work, which was followed
by a benediction. The audience was invited to a reception which was held on the
Church premises, where a 5th anniversary cake was cut by Rev. Selimian and shared
by the Board of Trustees of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, Central
Committee members, Educational Committee and teaching staff of “Armiss
Conservatory”. During the reception “Armiss Conservatory” tableaus were presented
by Rev. Selimian to the teaching staff as a symbolic gift.
We are grateful to all those who have contributed their hard work and time in making
this event possible, and we praise and thank God for his blessings during these
memorable times together in His presence.

Peace on Earth
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I don’t give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14:27
On Sunday, 26th of June, 2011, a very special worship service was held at the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church for the peace of the Syrian Arab Republic. The
service was led by Mr. Samuel Mncherian. The day’s sermon was delivered by the
Church Pastor and President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, the
Rev. Haroutune Selimian. The sermon was based on John 14:27. Rev. Selimian said
in his sermon. “Fear is a normal human response to danger! It is a part of every
person’s life and everyone has to deal with fear at some time. There are many things
that can cause unexpected fear to grip our hearts, but Jesus gives us the promise of
Peace when he says “…my peace I give you” John 14:27. Peace comes from the
truths that in Christ we’ve been fully reconciled with God; and in the midst of
problems, we have His precious promises and His ever-abiding presence. When we
are troubled and in fear, we should remember the peace that we have with God
through Christ Jesus Our Lord. (Philippians 4:7). During the service, prayers were
offered by the believers of the church for the Peace of Syria. The service ended with
prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

Commencement Services of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School
The Commencement Ceremonies of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary
School was held on July 10, 2011, on the school campus. Among those present was
the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian in
addition to a number of clergy. There were also representatives from cultural centers
and foundations, the Central Committee and the educational council of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, parents and, of course, fellow students. Following the Syrian
and Armenian national anthems, Mrs. Betty Yepremian, the principal of the school,
gave the opening speech. The talented students then presented a beautiful program of
songs, music, recitals of poems, dramas and dances, which were dedicated to the
memory of the Armenian Genocide and native poets Missak Medzarents, Levon
Shant, Krikor Zohrab and Soghomon Tehlirian. The valedictorians of the Secondary
and Middle School Graduating Class Baraa Yousef, Simon Al-yeed, Maria Agishian
and Hovhannes Bourounsouzian addressed the guests in Armenian and in Arabic.
Afterwards the principal of the school, Mrs. Betty Yepremian, invited Rev. Haroutune
Selimian, the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community to the podium to
present the diplomas to the Secondary and Middle School graduates. The ceremony
ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. God’s endless
love and care and the prayers of the beloved students finished off our academic year.

FELLOWSHIP DINNER JULY 17
Under the patronage of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Women’s Auxiliary,
a fellowship Dinner was held on the 17th of July 2011, on the church campus. The
evening was very enjoyable and it was honored by the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, the Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Bethel church families, Youth
Group and Junior High Group. The evening started with the welcoming and greeting
words of Rev. Haroutune Selimian. Along with a wonderful dinner, Armenian
musical video clips were presented as a slide show. During these two hours the church
families had a great and blessed fellowship with each other.
The evening ended with some thanksgiving and words of prayer by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian (President of the Armenian Evangelical Community).

Daily Vacation Bible School
With God’s grace, and under the supervision of the Arm. Evangelical Bethel Church,
the SURP KROTS summer school DVBS) has been functioning since 2002 .Like
previous years, this year also saw one hundred children, aged 5 to 12 gather in the
church every weekday from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M and involve themselves in a rich daily
program, which involved prayers, sports, computer lessons, English, Armenian,
French and Arabic lessons, Armenian history, Bible study, national and spiritual
songs, general knowledge games, field trips, swimming, craftwork and painting.
At the end of the summer school the students put together a nice program which was
presented to an audience in the Poladian Hall. Attending the ceremony were the head
of the Arm. Evangelical community in Syria - Reverend H. Selimian, the management
of the Bethel Secondary school, and of course a large number of students and
parents.

The Reverend gave a speech, and briefly introduced some information about the
modernization of the school, especially the new methods adapted in teaching. He
ended it by thanking God for this great opportunity to educate the youth, guide them
and improve their interests and skills.

A One-day Seminar
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community in Syria, and in collaboration with Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church a one-day seminar was held on the 12 th of August, 2011, for Sunday
School teachers, junior group leaders and Youth group Committees, at the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church. 110 leaders participated in this one-day seminar. The
lecturer was invited from Damascus, Prof. Dr. Sam Farra, Communication Skills
Expert and Professor at the University of Damascus. Prof. Dr. Sam Farra presented
the following topic, “The Positive Me”. Dr. Farra gave an introduction about the
positive personality and its actions inside the society after that he mentioned three
basic points, which are fear, doubt and disbelief that prevent the individual to think
positively. He said. The fruit of positiveness is love, hope, reliance, thankfulness,
faith, creativity and vision. At the end of the Seminar Rev. Selimian honored the
lecturer with a gift. The seminar ended with some words of thanksgiving by Rev.
Haroutune Selimian.

Junior High Group Commencement Ceremony
On the 14th of August 2011, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Junior High
Group Commencement Ceremony was held during the worship service. The program
included testimonies of graduates. A choir directed by Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian also
sang a number of songs. The sermon of the day “The Teaching Price” was delivered
by Rev. Haroutune Selimian based on Luke 14.25-35. At the end of the ceremony, the
graduates received Bibles as a gift. The Worship Service ended with a prayer of
blessing from the church pastor.

Benefit Concert for the Renovation of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church’s Shirajian Hall
On September 5th, 2011, a concert was held to benefit the renovation of the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church’s Shirajian Hall. The event was attended by over 100
people including Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community, the teachers of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School, in
addition to a great number of guests...The evening started with the welcoming words
of the pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, Rev. Haroutune Selimian.
The event was highlighted by beautiful recital of smooth jazz music, performed by
Mrs. Shoghag Apartian-Selimian (Pianist) and Mary Arabajian (vocals). The benefit
concert was followed by a reception. It was a great occasion that will live deep within
the hearts of all who attended.

President of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Serj Sarkissian honors the President
of the Armenian Protestant Community in Syria Rev. Haroutune Selimian and
Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of Haigazian University.
On the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the independence of the Republic of
Armenia, Saturday, 17th of September, 2011 the President Serj Sarkissian gave
important persons awards from the Armenian Government during the ceremony that
took place at the Presidential palace of the Republic of Armenia. Two of those people
were Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian who was honored with the “Movses Khorenatsi
Medal” and Rev. Haroutune Selimian who was honored with the “Mkhitar Kosh
Medal” from the Syrian Arab Republic, for providing homeland services and for
promoting and strengthening the relations between the Republic of Armenia and the
government of Syria. This medal is only granted to people who have offered
significant services in governmental, political, private or diplomatic services.

Family Banquet
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Women's Auxiliary hosted its banquet on
Saturday, September, 24, 2011, on the Armenian Evangelical Bethel campus. Over
160 Armenian Evangelical families of the Bethel Church enjoyed a delicious
luncheon. The program began with opening words of Mr. Samuel Mncherian. Before
the banquet started, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, pastor of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church, offered a prayer. The program included an artistic section and
Armenian Musical pieces were shown on the slide show; two dances (ArmenianEnglish) were performed by a small group of church juniors (badani-asbedner). The
climax of the evening was when Miss Nazani Mncherian and Talar Marashlian led the
audience in various games. The program ended with a speech and benediction said by
Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church.

Armenia –Diaspora Forum for the Representatives of the Diaspora
Organizations and Community Leaders
September, 19 -20, 2011, Yerevan
Under the Auspices of the Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia, an
Armenia- Diaspora forum was held on the 19-20th of September, 2011, in Yerevan,
Armenia.
Armenia –Diaspora Conference was organized for the Representatives of the Diaspora
Organizations and Community Leaders.
The Forum was attended by the Representatives of the Armenian Evangelical World
Council, Rev. Mgrditch Melkonian (President of the Armenian Evangelical World
Council), Mr. Levon Filian (Executive Director of the Armenian Missionary
Association of America), Rev. Rene Levonian, from the Republic of Armenia, Rev.
Dr. Paul Haidostian (President of Haigazian University) and Rev. Haroutune Selimian
(President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria).
The Forum focused on cooperation between Armenia and the Armenia-Diaspora and
how it can be improved and developed to enable the two parties to be strengthened to
the benefit of the Armenian Nation. The Forum was attended by more than 200
representatives of the Armenian Diaspora, from 52 different states.
Within the framework of the Forum the plenary provided for general discussions on
national priorities and perspectives of developing the cooperation. There were also
thematic meetings devoted to Armenia-Diaspora cooperation when it comes to
education and youth. The activities of the regional committees on the eve of the 100year anniversary of the genocide of Armenians were also discussed.
At the end of the Forum participants were given the opportunity to attend the
reception held on behalf of the President of the Republic of Armenia, as well as all
other festive events dedicated to the 20 anniversary of independence of Armenia.

Teachers’ Training Seminar for the Teachers of the Armenian Evangelical
Schools
Under the auspices of the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical
Community in Syria, a leadership training seminar was held during the period of
September 5-25, 2011. This seminar was an educational, spiritual and intellectual
preparation of the participants to introduce them to new pedagogical and educational
methods.
Among the 60 participants there were both principals and teachers from schools
belonging to the Armenian and Syrian Evangelical Community in Aleppo- Syria.
During the twenty-day seminar the following topics were covered by educators from
the Ministry of Higher Education.
- The importance of using internet as a main method of teaching and additional
resources.
-A given structure helps students organize their thoughts and integrate new ideas.
- Engage students as much as possible in the learning process.
-Give the students the chance to apply the skills using the concepts presented by the
teacher.

These subjects were presented these three qualified lecturers and specialists; Mrs.
Lama Khawatmi, Mrs. Lina Al Dib and Mr. Mouhammed Al Kheder.
The seminar ended on Sunday, the 25 th of September, when Rev. Haroutune
Selimian, Chair of the Armenian Evangelical Educational Council of Syria expressed
his words of appreciation to the lecturers and participants and gave them all gifts of
appreciation for their diligent work on behalf of the students in our schools.

Farewell Ceremony to the Consul of the Armenian Republic to Syria, Mr. Ashod
Manougian
On Tuesday, 4 th of October, 2011, a farewell ceremony was held in honour of the
Consul of the Armenian Republic to Syria, Mr. Ashod Manougian. Present were the
President of the Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian,
Vice President, Rev. Serop Mgrditchian, Committee Members of the Syrian Members
of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East and the
Armenian Executive Community Members. The Ceremony started with the
welcoming words of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, in which he praised the Consul’s
fruitful and prolific services in the Aleppo City. On this very special day, Mr. Ashod
Manougian expressed his gratitude to the Armenian Protestant Community in Syria
for organizing this event, and especially congratulated the Community President, the
Rev. Haroutune Selimian, on the awards that had been granted him by the President of
the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Serj Sarkissian. Towards the end of the evening the
audience was granted the opportunity of expressing its thanks to the Consul.

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor for Syria, Dr. Radwan Al Habib’s visit to
Rev. Selimian
On Thursday, 7 th of October, 2011, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, warmly welcomed the Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor for Syria, Dr. Radwan Al Habib at his office.
During the meeting they discussed the political and economic reforms taking place in
Syria. They especially focused on the economic troubles and problems facing Syria
these days. The minister made a positive statement to the fact that the unsolved issues
will end positively in the near future. The Minister also took time to show his
appreciation for the hard work and many achievements of the Armenian community
in Aleppo, especially, in the spheres of education, culture and economy in the Syrian
society as a whole. .
Rev. Selimian highly appreciated the minister’s positive thoughts and the readiness
for solving the social issues that had been presented by him.
The meeting came to an end with cordial wishes of on-going successful new
achievements.

Leadership Training Seminar for the Committees of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches in Syria
On Sunday 9 October 2011, under the auspices of the Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East a leadership training seminar was held for the
leaders of the Armenian Evangelical Churches at the Aleppo College, on the 165th
anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Evangelical Church. 60 leaders
participated in this one-day seminar from different churches. The seminar started
with” the welcoming words and prayer of Rev. Serop Mgrdichian. The first lecturer of
the day was Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community. Rev. Selimian presented the following subject “Spiritual Discipline”. He
gave the definition of the Spiritual growth by mentioning that it is a process of
getting rid of wrong concepts, thoughts and beliefs about who we are and about the
world in which we live. Through this process, we increase our awareness of our true

inner being and realise who we really are. It is a process of looking inside us,
shedding our illusions and uncovering our true essence, which is always present, but
hidden beyond the ego-personality. Afterwards he gave answers to the following
questions 1.Why should we be interested in spiritual growth? 2.What are the signs
that we are growing spiritually? 3.What are the benefits? Rev. Selimian ended his
lecture with the Bible verse John 15:5 Jesus said: “I am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing.” The Second lecture was presented by Mrs. Ani Cholakian
(Director of Jinishian Memorial Program). She focused on the topic “Spiritual
Manner”. She began her presentation with the following question. “How can we show
our love for God and for one another?” The Lecturer said. “Respect and courtesy go
hand in hand with reverence for the things of the Spirit. As we learn to have
compassion, understanding and courtesy, we learn who we are and who we can be. As
we remember who we are and act accordingly, we also learn charity, which "doth not
behave itself unseemly" and which will help us love others as the Savior loves each
one of us. We show others what we believe by the words we speak, but mostly by the
way that we behave”. She ended her lecture with the Bible verse Micah 6:8. “The
Lord has shown you, O Man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” The seminar
ended with some words of thanksgiving by Rev. Serop Mgrditchian. The seminar was
followed by a time of fellowship and a big cup of coffee.

Leadership Training Seminar for the Committees of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church
On Sunday, 9 th of October, 2011, the church Sunday worship service was very
special. The service was led by Mr. Samuel Mncherian. The sermon of the day was
delivered by Rev. Haroutune Selimian, based on Acts 4.23-31. Two songs were
performed by Mrs. Palig Kalemkerian (vocals), accompanied on piano, by Mrs.
Shoghag Selimian. During the service Rev. Selimian took the opportunity to give
special thanks to twelve leaders from different committees of the Church (Sunday
School, Junior Group and youth group) for attending a four-month Leadership
Training Seminar, organized by the board of Trustees of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church under the leadership of the church Pastor Rev. Selimian. At the end of
the Service the leaders were invited to the podium to receive their diplomas by the

Church Pastor. The Worship Service ended with a benediction said by the Church
Pastor.

Cooking Course for the Women’s Auxiliary of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church
The Armenian Evangelical Women’s Auxiliary was delighted to welcome a very
special guest speakers; Mr. Hassan Khoja (Member of the Syrian Association for the
History of Science and a member of the Antiquities Association, Researcher in the
history of food in Syria as well as a Gourmet Nutrition consultant and expert) and
Miss Hasmig Kouyoumjian (Specialist in the field of protocol and etiquette as well as
a radio and television host), who both in a very efficient, clear and helpful way helped
to train the women of the church by letting them realize that eating healthy food is the
key to a well-balanced diet and good nutrition. It keeps our bodies working well and
helps prevent diseases such as diabetes, cancer and cardiovascular diseases. During
the four-day course, Mr. Hassan Khoja presented the following topics.
- Food and Nutrition
- Food safety
- Food contamination
- Food processing
- Vitamins and minerals
- Diet and health conditions
- Eating disorders
During the Seminar, Miss Hasmig Kouyoumjian presented Communication Skills,
Etiquette, Social Skills and Table Manners but mostly focused on the following
topics;
* Seating Manners.
*Use and placement of the napkin
*Unusual utensils at the table.
*Body language at the table.
*Dining decorum.
*Good host and guest.
This four-day seminary was held during the second week of October, 2011, 10th-14th,
from 10:00 am till 1:00 pm of each day.
The participants had the opportunity to get close to each other, while sharing moments
of discoveries together during the cooking sessions.

At the end of the seminar the participants received special diplomas from the chair of
the Women’s Auxiliary, Mrs. Suzan Apartian, who expressed her words of
appreciation to both lecturers and participants by giving them gifts on behalf of the
Women’s Auxiliary of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. The Training
sessions came to its close through a prayer of thanksgiving.

165th Anniversary of the Founding of the Armenian Evangelical Church
On Sunday, 13 November, 2011, in the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, as
well as the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East celebrated
with a worship service, the 165th Anniversary of the forming of the Armenian
Evangelical Church in Istanbul in 1846.
The guests were Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim, representing the Syriac Apostolic
Church, Archbishop Antwan Shahda, representing the Syriac Catholic Church,
Archbishop Youhanna Janbart, representing the Greek Catholic Church, Father
Housig Setragian representing the Armenian Apostolic Church and Father Gomidas
Dadaghlian, representing the Armenian Catholic Church. Present were also the
representatives of cultural centers and foundations and a large number of guests.
The following pastors led the service: Rev. Simon Der Sahagian, Rev. Bshara Mousa
Oghli and Rev. Youssef Jabbour. During the Service three songs were sung by Mrs.
Palig Kalemkerian, accompanied by Mrs. Shoghag Selimian on the piano. Then a
video was shown describing the Contributions of The Armenian Evangelical Church
to The Armenian People. The Vice President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community, Rev. Serop Mgrditchian delivered the sermon, based on Matthew 16.1320, especially highlighting how the celebration of “The 165th Anniversary of the
Armenian Evangelical Church” was due to the Armenian Evangelical Church having
been faithful to its service to Jesus, who Peter, the disciple, had testified to by saying:
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” And this must be the continuous
testimony of the Church of Christ!” After the sermon Rev. Selimian, on behalf of the
UAECNE and the Armenian Evangelical Community, spoke from his heart by saying:
"The year 2011 is the 165th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church. It
marks an important milestone. Armenian Evangelicals can look back with pride and

gratitude on the outstanding record of service their church has rendered to the
Armenian nation in religious, cultural, educational, humanitarian, moral and spiritual
spheres. The 165th Anniversary is an appropriate time to pay tribute to the memory of
the pioneers of the Armenian Evangelical Church, to salute those who followed in the
footsteps of the nineteenth-century fathers of faith, and kept the torch burning, and to
renew their dedication to their Evangelical faith".
The service ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

Christmas Exhibition 19-24 November, 2011
In Soghomonian Hall, between the 19 th - 24th of November, the Women’s Auxiliary of
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church held a Christmas Exhibition of original
Armenian handicrafts, gift items and a variety of Christmas and holiday decorations,
making the event the ideal place for Christmas shopping as there were also special
Armenian dishes to enjoy during the Christmas Season.
The exhibition was inaugurated on Saturday, 19th of November, 2011. Pastors,
representatives of the Armenian cultural centers and foundations, school principals
and a large number of other guests attended the opening ceremony of this special and
unique exhibition. The evening began with the welcoming words of Rev. Harotune
Selimian and it was concluded by Rev. Simon Der Sahagian’s prayer of thanksgiving
and gratitude to God for His abundant grace and love. After that, the people watched
the exhibition with great interest and did their Christmas shopping. We would like to
extend our sincere thanks to the women’s auxiliary and for every other person who
had made this event possible.

Leadership Training Seminar for the Committees of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Board of Trustees on
Sunday 27 November 2011, a leadership training seminar was held for the leaders of
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Committees, at the Soghomonian Hall of the
Church. 30 leaders participated in this one-day seminar. The seminar started with the
welcoming words of the Church Pastor, Rev. Haroutune Selimian; afterwards he
invited the keynote speaker of the day Mrs. Ani Cholakian (Director of Jinishian
Memorial Program) to present a very important subject “Appreciating Changes”.
After the presentation, Rev. Haroutune Selimian gave a summary of the lecture. The
Committees then held group discussions and studies about the questions prepared by
Mrs. Ani Cholakian. At the end of the seminar the committees exchanged their
opinions and replies to the questions. The seminar was followed by a nice time
around the coffee-table.

Arshile Gorky Fine Art Committee’s visit to Rev. Selimian
On Monday, 19 th of December, 2011, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Evangelical Community, warmly welcomed the Arshile Gorky Fine Art
Committee of Aleppo at his office.
During the meeting Rev. Selimian stressed the tremendous impact of art on the
developmental growth of every child. He said that art stimulates and develops the
imagination and critical thinking, and refines cognitive and creative skills. It develops
a sense of craftsmanship, quality task performance, and goal-setting—skills needed to
succeed in the classroom and beyond. Art also teaches children life-skills such as
developing an informed perception; articulating a vision; learning to solve problems
and make decisions; building self-confidence and self-discipline; developing the
ability to imagine what might be; and accepting responsibility to complete tasks from
start to finish.
On this special occasion Arshile Gorky Fine Art Committee thanked Rev. Selimian
for his sympathetic and encouraging presence at their fine art exhibition and honored
him with one of the paintings of Miss Meghri Baboghlian from this same exhibition.
The evening ended with some words of thanks by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

Christmas Banquet 25 Dec.
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Board of Trustees a
Christmas Banquet was held on the 25th of December, 2011, at the Poladian Hall of
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School. The program included
welcoming words, prayer and a short message by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. After
lunch, the members of the church enjoyed a drama directed by Miss Talar
Marashlian and presented by the junior high and youth groups. Aterwards a video on
the history of our church and the year’s activities was presented by Miss Nazani
Mncherian. The best part of the banquet was when Santa Claus arrived and gave
Christmas gifts to the children.
At the end of the program, the pastor of the church expressed his gratitude to
everybody and specially thanked all those who had served faithfully throughout the
evening. At the end the pastor thanked the ladies’ auxiliary for preparing this
wonderful banquet.

We praise God for blessing us with the vision to serve our people in this region of
the world. The above-mentioned events and activities are great occasions to thank
God for his love and care. They are also an opportunity to review, renew and plan
future activities, all in the name of our lord Jesus Christ. May the lord Jesus Christ
always be glorified in the life of our church.

