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“I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your
name forever” Psalm 86:12

Calendar
-----------January- 6
Christmas Worship Service
January -7
Musical Concert
January 20-21Pastoral Visit to Kessab
January -22 Commemoration of the 92nd anniversary of the Marash Genocide
January 26
Christian Unity Worship Service
Feb. 16
Honorary Consul of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Garen Krikorian,
visits the Armenian Evangelical Community
Feb. 26
131th Anniversary of the International Christian Endeavor Movement
Feb. 26
Family Banquet
Feb. 28
World Day of Prayer
April 8
Easter Concert
April 22
Children’s World Day of Prayer
April 23
Commemoration of the 97nd anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide
April 24
Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo Commemorate the
97th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
April 29
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Sunday School Commemorates
97th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
May 5
Book Exhibition
May 9
Mother’s Day Celebration
June 2
Graduation Ceremony of Kindergarten
June 17
Sunday school and Junior High Group Commencement Ceremony
June 24
"ARMISS" Conservatory Recital
July 7
Minister of State for Environment Affairs, Dr. Nazira Sarkis’s visit
to Rev. Selimian
July 7
Commencement Services of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Secondary School
July 2- Aug.2 Daily Vacation Bible School
25-27 Aug. Pastoral Visit to Kessab
2nd Sept.
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Communicative Members’
Acceptance Ceremony
30 Sept.
Special Visit to the Homeless Armenian Families
4 Oct.
Rev. Selimian’s meetings with the Ministers of the Syrian Arab
Republic
12 Oct.
Muslim -Christian Dialogue is the Only Way for Peaceful Coexistence
18 Nov.
Reception in Honor of Mrs. Ani Aynilian Cholakian
25 Nov.
Reopening Ceremony of the Kindergarten of the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Secondary School

Dec. 23

Women’s’ Auxiliary Worship Service
Christmas Banquet

Dec. 30

Christmas Concert

Dec. 19

Christmas Worship Service
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:11
The families of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church celebrated the
Christmas Worship Service on 6 January 2012 at the church. Present were also
the Sunday school children, the youth group, the women’s auxiliary and a large
number of guests. To this service we had also invited a Muslim youth group to
show that however different we are as communities we are one in the Lord who
created us in his own image. The service led by Mr. Samuel Mncherian was
unique, as it didn’t follow the structure of earlier years. The following pastors
took part in the service; Rev. Youssef Jabbour, Rev. Ilias Jabbour and Rev.
Haroutune Selimian. During the service, “Armiss” conservatory students
performed three musical pieces on violin, accompanied on piano by Mr.
Shoghagat Selimian. Afterwards, the Sunday school children presented a
number of songs, testimonies and prayers. The church pastor, Rev. Haroutune
Selimian, delivered the day’s sermon based on Luke 2.1-20. He said.
“Christmas is already upon us, and each family member has been busy doing
the things that he feels are linked to our Christmas celebration. But when you
look below the surface you see, however that Christmas is a sign of God’s
presence with us and of the reality of His love being the heart of our
celebration, and a sign of God’s commitment to our world. We grieve when
tragedy strikes human life often in awful forms as we have seen around the
world. We are heartbroken when death comes in its ugly presence into our
homes. But Christmas is God’s message that He will never leave us and His
love will endure forever. This makes sense of our hopes and dreams. Moreover,
let us not forget that the full meaning of Christmas can be understood when we
as individuals make our own personal and spiritual visit to Bethlehem.
Christmas is a sign of God’s gracious invitation to celebrate His love as
individuals by welcoming Him into our lives, not just once a year but every day
of our lives.” At the end of the service, the representative of the Muslim group
expressed her gratitude and heartfelt gratitude to the church pastor for this
special opportunity and presented a gift on behalf of the group. The service
ended with the Lord’s Prayer and a benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

A Musical Concert on the 165th Anniversary of the Establishment of
the Armenian Evangelical Church
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian
Protestant Community in Syria, and in collaboration with the Central
Committee of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches, a musical
concert was held on Christmas Eve, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church. Attending it were the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community, pastors, clergy and lay-leaders, directors of schools,
representatives of cultural centers and foundations, as well as a large number of
other guests. The concert began with Ani Cholakian’s words of welcome and
proceeded to introduce the evening's performers, Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian
(pianist) and Prof. Gostantin Popof (cellist), who gave a performance of
Christmas music and songs, arranged by Shoghagat Apartian- Selimian. At the
end of the Concert Rev. Haroutune Selimian took the opportunity to thank the
talented musicians and expressed his heartfelt gratitude. He said. “As we are
celebrating the forming of the Armenian Evangelical church we should
remember that the Armenian Evangelical Church has made major contributions
to the Armenian nation - contributions sufficient to ensure her an important
place in the religious, educational, social, and cultural life of the Armenian
nation. Today we have the challenge to continue our ancestors’ holy mission.”
The evening ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

Pastoral Visit to Kessab
On Friday, 20th of January 2011, the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community in Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian paid a pastoral visit to the
churches in Kessab. He met with the four Armenian Evangelical churches’
board of trustees. During the meeting, they discussed the main events that face
Syria these days. Rev. Selimian in his speech stressed the faithfulness toward
our motherland Syria and he said. “A faithful citizen should not express his
patriotism in words only, but with a true commitment to his country. He
should love his country and keep it as precious as if it were his own
possession.” During this visit, the Rev. Selimian also met with the Kessab
mayor Mr. Vazken Chaparian. Their discussion focused on the situation of the
Armenians living in Kessab and the surrounding villages. Rev. Haroutune
Selimian praised the mayor for his impartial services and work that he has
done for the people of that region and how a prosperous industry has enabled
the area to develop in an amazing way. On Saturday 21th of January 2012,
Rev. Selimian returned to Aleppo to join his church and family and to
continue his mission within his community.

Commemoration of the 92nd Anniversary of the Marash
Genocide
The heroic battle in Marash against the Turkish nationalists, lasted until
February 12, 1920. On February 11, the French forces withdrew from Marash,
leaving the city’s Armenian population at the mercy of the Turkish troops.
Many Armenians followed the French army as it withdrew, but they were
attacked by the Turks along the way, who brutally slaughtered 3-5,000
Armenians and 800 – 1,200 of the French soldiers. Many later on succumbed
to the terrible cold.
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, on 22
January 2012, a commemoration service was held dedicated to the 92 nd
anniversary of the Marash Genocide. The program included welcoming words
by Mr. Samuel Mncherian, a sermon presented by Rev. Haroutune Selimian
based on Exodus 15:26, “The salvation is in God’s name”, and spiritual songs
sung by Mrs. Palig Kalemkerian, accompanied on piano by Mrs. Shoghagat
Selimian. After the worship, the audience went to the martyr’s monument that
has been erected on the campus of the Church, to take a group picture. The
commemoration service ended with the benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

Christian Unity Worship Service
The traditional period for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 18-25
January. Those dates were originally proposed for the first observance of the
‘Church Unity Octave’ in 1908 to cover the days between the feasts of St Peter
and St Paul, and therefore have a symbolic significance of true Christian Unity.
In the northern hemisphere this tradition has continued, although in the
southern hemisphere churches often find other days to celebrate the week of
prayer. On Thursday, January 26, at 7:00 p.m., the Heads and the clergy of the
Armenian and all other Christian Churches were gathered for a special worship
service for “Christian Unity” at the Cathedral of the Greek Catholic
Community. The biblical verses of the year were 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 and
in particular “We will all be changed by the Victory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
The worship started with a musical performance on Guitar, performed by

Father Fadi Najjar. Afterwards, Archbishop Youhanna Janbart welcomed the
audience and invited everyone present to make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace as one body and one spirit. The keynote
speaker of the day was Reverend Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria. In his message, he stressed the
importance of real change. He said. “Change is at the heart of our Christian
faith. Saint Paul said that anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, and we are
called to live as children in the light. We live in a world of change. Lifestyles,
customs, and conditions seem to change overnight. World events seem to
tumble over each other with barely enough time to happen. There is a change
for the better and there is a change for the worse. Things do not always change
for the better. There are things that never change, Like the Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the same yesterday, today and forever. His grace, love, and care do not
change. Paul says. “Love never fails.” The change in Christianity is different
from the religions, philosophers, and teachers of morality because they asked
people to strive for virtues such as honesty, good deeds and kindness and
tolerance. The love shown by Christ to us is the dynamic force that can change
a person to the innermost being so that he truly can become a new person.
Thus, Jesus came to help us change day after day, as the Apostle Paul says in 2
Corinthians 3:18 "All of us, then, reflect the glory of the Lord with uncovered
faces, and that same glory, coming from the Lord, who is the Spirit, transforms
us into his likeness in an ever greater degree of glory.” The Christian hope in
Christ, who died on the wood of the Cross and was buried in the tomb - rose
from the dead, victorious over death and hell and then took on a glorified body.
We ask the Lord to bless us and bless our churches and lead us to the true unity
of faith and prayer.”

Mr. Garen Krikorian’s Visit to the Armenian Evangelical Community
Thursday, 16 February 2012, the Consul of the Armenian Consulate in
Aleppo, Mr. Garen Krikorian, paid a formal visit to the Armenian Evangelical
Community, at the Armenian Evangelical Community office. In attendance
were the Armenian Evangelical Community members, Central Committee
members and Educational Committee members along with the representatives
of the Armenian Evangelical Schools of Aleppo. The president of the
Armenian Evangelical Churches in Syria, Rev. Harutune Selimian warmly

welcomed the Consul Mr. Garen Krikorian and said. “The existence of a
Diaspora is evidence that people have been deprived of their motherland, but
this Diaspora has always prayed and supported the Motherland, and has
wished for her glorious victory. The cooperation between the Motherland and
the Diaspora has always had and will always have a beneficial impact on the
Armenian Nation, and continuous mutual assistance, and exchange of
experience, based on the true understanding between the two will lift the
Armenian Nation even higher up.” Afterwards the Consul in turn conveyed
the greetings from the authorities of the Republic of Armenia adding, "The
Motherland and her people have a good understanding and a good disposition
to the Armenian Diaspora and is thankful for her faithful consecration toward
the Motherland”.
The honorary consul gave a general report about the political and economic
situation of the people in the Republic of Armenia, reiterating that Armenia
and the Diaspora form one comprehensive reality and it is very important to be
united as one body at this junction in history.
At the end of the meeting, Rev. Haroutune Selimian offered a special prayer
and asked God to protect the Syrian Arab Republic from visible and invisible
enemies and grant her peace and a future full of blessings.

131 th Anniversary of the International of the Christian Endeavor
Movement
Sunday, 26 February was Chanitz Sunday, dedicated to the youth and led by
the youth. The youth group of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church
presented a very special program during the worship service of the church. The
program included testimonies, Scripture readings, spiritual songs, prayers, an
annual report, and a video presentation. During the program a speech with the
title “Faithful servants of Christ” was delivered by Rev. Haroutune Selimian
based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-29. During the service, Rev. Selimian introduced
the newly assumed Christian Education worker of the church, Mrs. Talar
Marashian, and offered a special prayer for her services in the field of the
church. The Worship service ended with the blessing said by the church pastor.

Family Banquet
On Sunday noon, 26 th of February 2012, on the 131 th anniversary of the
International Christian Endeavor Movement that was the committee of the
youth group of the church organized a very special banquet for its families.
The banquet was held at "Poladian" hall of the Arm. Evang. Bethel Secondary
School. The program included words of welcome said by Miss Sevan
Chirishian and Marina Arabtlian and a prayer and greeting with a short
message by Rev. Haroutune Selimian, pastor of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church. After lunch, the members of the church watched a drama
directed by Miss Talar Marashlian and presented by the youth group of the
church; after the drama Mr. Kevork Kadehjian sang a few solo-songs
accompanied on piano by Mr. Robert Khachadourian, who also performed
Armenian patriotic and folk songs. At the end of the banquet, the church
pastor and the youth group of the church were invited to the podium to cut the
131th anniversary cake of the Christian Endeavor movement. The banquet
ended with a benediction said by the church pastor. We thank God that He
made it possible for us to come together and glorify His name, instead of all
other things which could be considered more appealing in the world.

World Day of Prayer
On 28 February 2012, a very special worship service was held for the
Armenian Evangelical, Orthodox, and Catholic Communities. More than three
hundred women gathered for worship, prayer, fellowship, as well as to share
God’s joy, love, mercy, power, and beauty with each other. The worship
service was led by Mrs. Alina Mgrditchian, who in turn gave a brief
information about the country of Malaysia. The program also included
Scripture readings, spiritual songs, and prayers. The keynote speaker for the
day was Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community. His chosen theme was based on the Scripture passage “Luke 18:18”, “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should
always pray and not give up.” The service ended with a prayer said by the Rev.
Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in
Syria. After the worship service, the women had a time of warm fellowship on
the campus of the church.

Easter Concert
On Sunday, April 8, 2012, under the patronage of the President of the
Armenian Evangelical Community, the Rev. Haroutune Selimian, and in
collaboration with the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church an Easter concert
was held at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. Among the guests were
clergy, lay-leaders, Central Committee members, and Educational Committee
members and guests. The concert began with Mrs. Silva Mncherian’s
welcoming words after introducing the evening's performers, Mrs. Palig
Kalemkerian (Opera singer), Professor Gostantine Popof (Cellist) and the
conductor Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian at the piano. The musicians with singers
then presented newly arranged songs composed and written by our native
musicians Magar Yegmalian and Gomidas. At the end of the concert, Rev.
Selimian took the opportunity to express his heart-felt thanks to the talented
musicians. The evening ended with a benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

Children’s World Day of Prayer
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
On Sunday, 22th of April 2012, under the patronage of the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church Sunday School teachers, a worship service was held
at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. The program included Scripture
readings, spiritual songs, prayers, testimonies, a drama, and a slide show about
the country of Malaysia. The Worship service ended with the Lord's Prayer.
Afterwards the children had a time of fellowship on the campus of the Church.

Commemoration of the 97th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide
On Monday, April 23, 2012, under the patronage of the Heads of the Armenian
Evangelical, Catholic and Orthodox Churches a commemoration service was
held dedicated to the 97th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The program
included welcoming words by Rev. Serop Mgrdichian. Armenian popular
poems were recited by Mrs. Garine Fermanian and Miss Sarin Poladian,
spiritual, patriotic and folk songs were sung by Mrs. Palig KalemkerianPopova (Mezzo Soprano), accompanied on piano by Mrs. Shogahat ApartianSelimian and on cello by Prof. Constantin Popov. Pieces of Armenian music
were performed by Mrs. Shogahat Apartian-Selimian on piano, accompanied
on cello by Prof. Constantin Popov. During the service, the heads of the three
Armenian Communities, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of The Armenian
Evangelical Community, Archbishop Bedros Mreyetian, Head of the Armenian
Catholic Church of Aleppo and Bishop Shahan Sarkissian, Head of the
Armenian Apostolic church of Aleppo, all expressed their heartfelt gratitude to
the audience. After the commemoration service, the public went to the martyr’s
monument that was erected on the campus of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church in 1993, to place bouquets on the ashes of the martyr's as a show of
reverence. The commemoration service ended with the benediction said by the
three Heads of the Armenian Communities.

Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo Commemorate the 97 th
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
Under the auspices of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the
Near East, on 24 April 2012, a commemoration service was held dedicated to
the 97th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The ceremony started with
welcoming words, scripture readings and a prayer offered by Rev. Serop
Mgrditchian. Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community in Syria, delivered the day’s sermon. The theme was based on the
following scripture passage “Deuteronomy 29:29,” “The Armenian Genocide
as an international crime.” The public was also enriched by an artistic section
with songs sung by Mrs. Palig Kalemkerian, accompained on the piano by Mrs.
Shogahat Apartian-Selimian, on Cello by Prof. Costantine Popov. The service
ended with a recitation of Armenian popular poems read by Miss Salpi
Darakjian. After the worship, the public went to the martyr’s monument to
remember the victims.

Armenian Evangelical Church’s Sunday School Commemorates the
97th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
On Sunday, 29th of April 2012, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s
Sunday school worship service was dedicated to the 97th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. Sunday school children were gathered at the martyr’s
monument that was erected on the campus of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church in 1993, to place bouquets on the ashes of the martyrs as a
show of respect and to offer prayers for the souls of the martyr's. Afterwards,
the church-pastor Rev. Haroutune Selimian presented and explained every
detail of the architectural significance of the monument. After the presentation
of Rev. Selimian the Sunday School children went to the church hall to
continue the commemoration program. The day’s guest speaker was Mrs.
Azniv Arabajian. She gave a general description about the history of the
Armenian nation through a video presentation, which showed the Armenian Plateau,
and the nation's origin, as well as pictures of the deportation showing what
tremendous afflictions and hardships the Armenians had gone through.
The commemoration service ended with the Armenian national anthem.

Book Exhibition
Under the patronage of the Armenian Evangelical Educational Council and
in cooperation with the Parents’ Committee of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Secondary School, a special exhibition was held on May 5, 2012, at
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Soghomonian hall. The exhibition
was dedicated to the 500-year jubilee of the Armenians’ first printing
endeavours. Among the present guests were the Minister of Education, Mr.
Mustafa Al-Kadri, the Armenian Consul to Aleppo H.E. Garen Krikorian,
Father Vahan Berberian, leaders and members of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches, directors of schools and teaching staff, as well as representatives of
cultural centers and foundations. The evening began with the welcoming
words of the secretary of the Educational Council, Miss Varteni Khodetsian.
Afterwards, the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, Rev.
Haroutune Selimian, delivered a speech. During the exhibition, Armenian,
Arabic and English books were sold, as well as original handicrafts,
handmade Armenian artifacts, and other works of art.

Mother’s Day Celebration
On 9 May 2012, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church, the Women’s
Council of the Armenian Evangelical Churches invited the women of the
Armenian community to a worship service with an excellent program,
dedicated to our dear and much appreciated mothers. More than two hundred
women attended the service, which included an artistic section, comprising a
choir and a medley of Armenian popular poems performed and recited by the
Armenian Evangelical Bethel High School students. The keynote speaker at the
worship service was Mrs. Nvart Darakjian. She presented a lecture on the
subject “The Christian mothers and their responsibilities.” The program ended
with the Lord’s Prayer. After the program, those gathered had an hour of
fellowship together on the campus of the church.

Danish – Arab Dialogue Conference 2012
Danish – Arab Dialogue Conference was held from April 30 until May 3, 2012
in Beirut.
The Conference was organized by the "Arab Group" a joint initiative of the
National Council of Churches of Denmark and the Muslim Council of
Denmark in cooperation with the "Arab Group For Muslim-Christian
Dialogue" with the participation of fifty Muslim – Christian representatives
from Denmark, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. Rev.
Haroutune Selimian, president of the Armenian Protestant Churches in Syria,
represented UAECNE and the Armenia Protestant Community in Syria.
During the conference the attendees discussed, "What can be said together
about matters of faith and ethics, religious freedom and co-existence and
dialogue between the Muslim - Christian."
The meetings reinforced the understanding between Muslims and Christians
through emphasis on shared values that transcend religious and cultural
differences. These meetings also underlined the importance of dialogue to
strengthen the cooperation and to make mutual recognition w absolutely vital
as a platform to exchange experiences of living together in peace at the local,
national and international level.
During the conference, on behalf of the Armenian Evangelical Community,
Rev. H. Selimian stressed that the dialogue is a way of life in Syria and other
Arab states, and the dialogue of life is more important than the theological
dialogue.
Rev.H. Selimian said. "We have agreed that the theological dialogue must
emerge from a dialogue of life today." He also added, “Religious extremism
hurts all Islamic and Christian societies because of extremism, which takes
away rationality and love and life that appeal to equality between the members
of the community despite their differences."
At the end, Selimian concluded: "We have agreed that the things that unite us
are more than the issues that divide us, and we must make a great effort to
create a positive and constructive way of life, which will be safe and sound,
especially in Europe and the Arab countries."

The First Round of Dialogues Between

Muslims and Evangelical Churches
“The first round of dialogues between Muslims and Evangelical Churches” was
held from 26 -30 May, 2012, in Tehran-Iran. The conference was organised by
the Center for Interreligous Dialogue
(CID) of the Islamic Culture and Relation Organizations (ICRO) in cooperation
with the Fellowship of the Middle East Evangelical Churches (FMEEC) and
with the participation of Muslim – Christian representatives from Middle East.
The conference was attended by the Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the President of
the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria.
In “The first round of Dialogue between the Muslims and Evangelical
Churches” they discussed Jerusalem al- Quds and how it can be made easily
accessible as a place of worship once again, because Jerusalem al-Quds is a
place of worship for all the three major Abrahamic religions, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.
Other experts talked of good relations and the trust between Muslims and
Christians before Israeli occupation of Jerusalem al-Quds.
Other prominent Christian figures believed that it was the duty of Christians to
free Jerusalem-al Quds. Continuously, the strong relationship of ChristianIslam mutual relations inspire hope for the Christian minority that lives in
Persia and elsewhere to be safe and peaceful on the principles of the brotherly
love built on the basis of the principle of co-existence done peacefully on the
principle of brotherly love lived out in a practical way when we all exist
together in the same society.

Graduation Ceremony of Kindergarten
The Year End Program and Graduation Ceremony of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel High School Kindergarten class were held on June 2nd 2012 at the
school’s Poladian Hall. The students entertained the parents and the guests with
music, recitations of poems, dramas, and Armenian folk dances. In attendance
were the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical Community,
pastors, parents, and guests. At the end of the program the President of the
Armenian Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian was invited to
the podium to present the diplomas to the kindergarten graduates. The
ceremony ended with the closing words and blessing from Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

Sunday school and Junior High Group Commencement
Ceremony
On 17 June 2012, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Sunday school
and Junior High Group Commencement Ceremonies were held during the
worship service. The program included testimonies of all graduates. A choir
directed by Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian also sang a number of songs. After that
the Sunday-School and Junior High Group yearly reports were read by Lousine
Sazian and Rita Arakelian. The sermon of the day “A Father’s Pride” was
delivered by Rev. Haroutune Selimian based on 1 Peter 5:5. At the end of the
ceremony, the graduates received Bibles as a gift. The Worship Service ended
with a prayer of blessing from the church pastor.

"ARMISS" Conservatory Recital
The Armenian Evangelical “Armiss” Art School presented its sixth annual
recital on Sunday June 24, 2012, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Poladian
Hall. Among the guests were clergy, lay-leaders, Central Committee members,
and Educational Committee and students families. Mrs. Shoghag Selimian
(Director of “Armiss Conservatory”) warmly welcomed the audience and gave
a brief introduction about the school and its activities. During the recital, fifty
students displayed their talents and musical abilities to the audience by
presenting musical pieces on piano, guitar, violin, flute, and cello.

At the end of the program, Rev. Haroutune Selimian expressed the
community’s appreciation to the director and her teaching staff for their hard
work in making this event a success.

Commencement Services of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Secondary School
The Commencement Ceremonies of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Secondary School was held on July 7, 2012, on the school campus.
Among those present were the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the Minister of State for environment
affairs, Dr. Nazira Sarkis, the Armenian consul to Aleppo H.E. Garen
Krikorian, in addition to a number of clergy. There were also representatives
from cultural centers and foundations, the Central Committee and the
Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical Community, parents and, of
course, fellow students.
Following the Syrian and Armenian national anthems, Mrs. Betty Yepremian,
the principal of the school, gave the opening speech. The talented students then
presented a beautiful program of songs, music, recitals of poems, dramas and
dances, which were dedicated to the liberation of “Shushi” in Nagorny
Karabagh and Vartanantz Celebration.
The valedictorians of the Secondary and Middle School Graduating Class
addressed the guests in Armenian and in Arabic. Afterwards the principal of
the school, Mrs. Betty Yepremian, invited Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, to the podium to present
the diplomas to the Secondary and Middle School graduates. At the end of the
ceremony, Rev. Haroutune Selimian honored the Armenian Evangelical School
teachers’ Mr. Iyad Zaza, Mrs. Lena Sazian and Miss Sevan Keleshian with
moral and financial rewards, as “best teachers” of the year.
The ceremony ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

Minister of State for Environment Affairs, Dr. Nazira Sarkis’s visit to
Rev. Selimian
On Saturday, seventh of July, 2012, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, warmly welcomed the Minister of
State for Environment Affairs, Dr. Nazira Sarkis at his office.
This visit was a very unique event. The minister was also invited to be present
at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School’s graduation ceremony,
while she also received a silver plaque from the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, as a token of for her newly
assumed position in the Syrian Government.
During the meeting, Rev. Selimian congratulated the Minister and wished her
well for the many challenging tasks ahead of her when serving her country in
the proper and patriotic way demanding so much of her during this particularly
demanding time.
The Minister also took time to show his appreciation for the hard work and
many achievements of the Armenian community in Aleppo, especially, in the
spheres of education, culture, and economy in the Syrian society as a whole.

The meeting ended with cordial wishes of on-going successful new
achievements.

Daily Vacation Bible School
With God’s grace, and under the supervision of the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church, the SURP KROTS summer school/ (DVBS) has been a yearly
occurrence since 2002. Like previous years, this year also saw one-hundredand-ten children, aged 5-12 gather in the church every weekday from 9:00 to
11:00 and get involved with the well-prepared program consisting of prayers
and sports as well as lessons in English, French, Arabic and Armenian history.
There was also time set aside for Bible study, singing, general knowledge
quizzes, games, craftwork and painting.
At the end of the summer school, the students had put together a very nice
program which they presented to a large audience at the Sunday worship
service of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church attended by the head of the
Arm. Evangelical Community in Syria- Reverend H. Selimian, the
management of the Bethel Secondary school, and of course a large number of
students and parents.
The program included Scripture readings, spiritual songs, prayers and
testimonies of the children. The Worship service ended with a benediction said
by the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community, the Rev. Haroutune
Selimian. Afterwards everybody enjoyed a time of fellowship on the campus of
the Church.

Pastoral Visit to Kessab

Between the 25 th and the 27 th of August, 2012, the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community in Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian paid a pastoral visit
to the churches in Kessab. He met with the pastors of the four Armenian
Evangelical Churches as well as with their board of trustees, and also
participated in the Sunday Worship Service at the Martyrs’ Church in Kessab.
During these two days, Rev. Selimian also visited the reconstructed Martyrs’
Monument in Kessab. At the end of his visit he met with the Mayor of the City
of Latakia, General Abd El Kader Mouhammed Abdo Sheikh, and passed on
the warm wishes of the Armenian Evangelical Community. On Monday 27th of
January 2012, Rev. Selimian returned to Aleppo to join his church and family
and to continue his mission within his community.

Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church Communicative Members’
Acceptance Ceremony
Under the patronage of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church’s Board of
Trustees, Bethel Church held a special service to welcome several new people
who had expressed their desire to become active members of the Armenian
Evangelical Bethel Church in Aleppo. The program started with welcoming
words by Mr. Samuel Mncherian, followed by a sermon presented by Rev.
Haroutune Selimian based on 2 Corinthians 10:1-6, “Arming according to
God’s will”. Right after the sermon Mrs. Palig Kalemkerian sang beautiful to
the glory of Jesus, accompanied on piano by Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian. At the
end of the ceremony, the communicative new members were asked by Rev.
Haroutune Selimian to announce their beliefs and covenant with God
publically, and together read the membership covenant. Afterwards, all
communicative members of the church welcomed the new candidates into
membership of the Bethel Church and wished them all God’s wisdom and
leadership for their life. The Worship Service ended with a prayer of blessing
from the pastor of the church.

Special Visit to the Homeless Armenian Families
Syria is home to a large Armenian diaspora community. As Armenians we do
want a country where we the rule of law is being practiced. As a community we
have contributed positively to the social, economic, religious, and political life
in Syria. While the entire Arab World is undergoing major changes, Syria
included, the Christian minority, along with the whole population of Syria, is
facing many challenges that are mixed with new realities. It is almost too much
to take in during such a short time and in our beloved Syria these major
changes have been followed by an incredible amount of violence.
Yes, since the very beginning of the ‘volatile situation’ in our country the
human suffering has been continuous, and actually it’s becoming worse by the
day. As a result there are more and more homeless, destitute and displaced
people. As Armenians we have almost lost count of the people who have had to

run away from their homes. To try to remedy the situation our three Armenian
Communities (the Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical) have established a
“First Aid Committee” to be able to administer, plan effectively and help the
needy families.
On Sunday, 30 th of September, 2012, Rev. Selimian along with the “First Aid
Committee” visited the Beidigian Building, sheltering several dozen homeless
Armenian families. They listened to the problems of all sheltered families, and
then gave practical help by offering job opportunities.
The source of strength is not in ourselves: it is in God himself. “We do not
survive pressure by focusing on surviving; we do not survive pressure by
focusing on our own perceived strength. We survive pressure by keeping
focused on God.”

REV. SELIMIAN’S MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT
OF THE PARLIAMENT AND THE MINISTER OF
EDUATION OF SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
On Wednesday, 4 th of October 2012, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, paid an official visit to the
Parliament of the Syrian Arab Republic and was received warmly by the Syrian
Prime Minister and the President of Parliament. During two days of
consultations, Rev. Selimian also met with the Ministers of Health, Economy
and National Reconciliation.
During the meeting with the Parliament President, Rev. Selimian said. “The
Syrian Parliament must be the Syrian people’s loud and clear voice, speaking
up objectively on all national concerns. The political activities should be based
on mutual brotherly cooperation as well as on principles of respect, always
looking out for the national interests and most of all security for all Syrian
citizens ahead of all dividing issues”.

On this special occasion, Rev. Selimian, on behalf of the Syrian Armenian
Community presented an official request to the Syrian Parliament, to recognise the
Armenian Genocide of 1915 that was masterminded and executed by the Ottoman
Authorities, nowadays the Turkish Republic.

At the end of his message, Rev. Selimian once more emphasised that the Syrian
Armenians are an integral part of the Syrian Arab people, and always work
constructively on behalf of human rights, freedom of thought and conscience,
and believing in the reality of diversity as a means of peace-making at any time
of crisis.
At the end of the meeting the President of Parliament honoured Rev. Selimian
with an honourable gift from the Parliament.

Before returning to Aleppo Rev. Selimian also met with the Minister of
Education, Mr. Hzwan Al Wazi. Rev. Selimian emphasized the importance of
education and knowledge in the process of development of people and nations.
He said. The generations should be prepared very carefully, by nurturing the
spirit of tolerance inside them, always believing that diversity is a cultural
wealth and the secret of creating individuals with the ability of thinking freely
while listening to their conscience. This will bring our beloved country of Syria
generations of young people with a positive frame of mind building our society
on truth, right and justice.
Rev. Selimian proposed to the minister of education the idea of virtual
schooling as at least a temporary solution to the Educational problems that
schools face today. After detailed discussions Rev. Selimian in the end
received the minister’s approval and positive decision concerning the important
programme of Virtual Schooling.

Rev. Selimian highly appreciated the minister’s positive thoughts and the
readiness for solving the educational issues that had been presented by him.
The meeting came to an end with cordial wishes of on-going successful new
achievements.

Muslim - Christian Dialogue is the only way towards
peaceful Co-existence
There is no doubt that to get access to people's convictions is not easy, but as
it’s imperative to bring about change and development and improvement it is
essential and important to get into people’s beliefs and convictions. Because
the difficulty of change lies in accepting the implications of this change and its
requirements, the conviction plays a very important role for the success of the
process of change. You must have the conviction in order to accept change and
become an active participant and a contributor to this major development of
change.
And when the issue at hand becomes subject to extensive dialogue it suddenly
includes all segments of society, and when this happens the importance of the
change becomes the driving force and you need the conviction and belief in it
to promote it and make it viable for our whole society and that means all strata
of society. This will force dialogue, and the ultimate goal is not total agreement
on everything but at least partial agreement on the importance and the overall
idea and the necessity of change which will keep the dialogue and the move
towards change alive.
On Friday, 12 th of October 2012, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, warmly welcomed the Islam

Religious Leaders, at his office. During the meeting they discussed the political
reforms taking place in Syria. They especially focused on the current
developments, dangers, troubles and problems facing Syria these days. Syria
has in the course of the past year-and-a-half become the scene of killings and
violence executed by the opposition parties thus turning Syria into a land that
lacks peace after years of being a great symbol of peace and security.
Rev. Selimian said. “In these abnormal, sad and inhumane circumstances that
face Syria, the Armenian community, which was and still is an integral part of
the Syrian people, has endured and still bear all the difficulties and troubles
testing all citizens without exception. Our community with its institutions,
organizations and its church have for years worked on the development of
Syria and the progress of its people. Until today this Armenian Community
takes a neutral stand in regards to the situation, led by the basic principle of its
people that we want to be a productive and positive segment of the Syrian
society.”
At the end of the meeting, the Islam Religious Leaders thanked for the
opportunity of sharing thoughts with the Armenian President of the Evangelical
Community and said. “Muslim -Christian dialogue is the only way towards
peaceful co-existence.”

Reception in Honor of Mrs. Ani Aynilian Cholakian
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 1
Corinthians 15.58
The social work profession promotes social change, problem-solving in human
relationships and the empowerment and liberation of people to enhance their
well-being. Utilizing theories of human behavior and social systems, social
work intervenes at the points where people interact with their environments.
Principles of human rights and social justice are also fundamental to social
work.
On November 18, 2012, the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria hosted
a reception in honour of Mrs. Ani Cholakian’s 34 years of dedicated service
provided to our community through Jinishian Memorial Program. All these
years Mrs. Ani Cholakian has been the director of the Jinishian Memorial
Program in Syria and based in Aleppo.
The event was attended by Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, Armenian Evangelical Church
pastors, representatives of the Armenian Evangelical Church committees,
Jinishian Memorial Program’s Consultant Committee, and the newly assigned
director of Jinishian Memorial Program.

At the beginning of the reception Mrs. Suzan Apartian gave a warm word of
welcome on behalf of the Central Committee of UAECNE. In her speech, she
mentioned the main purpose of the event. Afterwards Miss Sevan Chirishian
presented a video with much footage from Mrs. Ani Cholakian’s 34 years of
service at the Jinishian Memorial Program.

During the event Mr. Khatchig Aprigian (Chair of the Jinishian Memorial
Program’s Consultant Committee, Mrs. Talin Topalakian (newly assigned
director of Jinishian Memorial Program) and Dr. Bedros Darakjian (Director of
Howard Karagoezian Foundation) also expressed in words their heartfelt
feelings to the honorable Mrs. Ani Cholakian for her valuable and Godpleasing service that has supported and helped maintain the life of so many
needy families, elderly people and handicapped people in Aleppo and other
parts of the country.
After these speeches, Rev. Selimian expressed his gratitude to Mrs. Cholakian
and praised God for her life, which has been totally dedicated to her task and
been a remarkable act of service to the community. He mentioned three
important points about her preparation as a social worker. He said. “Mrs. Ani
Cholakian had a biblical preparation. She nourished herself with every word,
spirit and thought of the bible. She had a true sense for the need and the
needy. Her second preparation was academical. She started her mission in
Aleppo while there were no social workers working in the field. Due to her
academic background she could offer her social service in a professional way.
The third preparation was her great way of supervising the work. She knew
how to supervise and lead the work that had begun, while always respecting the
co-workers inputs, thoughts and judgments. Rev. Selimian ended his speech
with the following sentence. “Mrs. Ani Cholakian was created for this mission.
She was prepared to be incarnated into this mission, and in the end she herself
incarnated this mission with her valuable service. We, as the Armenian
Evangelical Community, see Mrs. Ani Cholakian as a person with a very well
developed true Christian character.” At the end of his speech Rev. Selimian
honored Mrs. Cholakian with a silver plaque, as a token for her 34 years of
selfless and tireless service.

At the end Mrs. Ani Cholakian expressed her thankfulness to every individual
that had helped her to offer a valuable service during these 34 years. She also

shared her joy for the 34 years of activities and experiences that had brought
great achievements to the Armenian nation in Syria. She ended her speech with
the following bible verse. “For I can do everything through Christ, who gives
me strength”. Philippians 4.13
After this the day’s special cake was cut by Rev. Selimian and shared by the
pastors of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo, the Executive
Committee of the Armenian Evangelical Community, the Central Committee
members and the day’s honoured person Mrs. Ani Cholakian.
The event ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune
Selimian.

REOPENING CEREMONY OF THE KINDERGARTEN
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL BETHEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

OF

THE

Under the auspices of the Educational Council of the Armenian Evangelical
Community and under the leadership of the President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the reopening ceremony of
the Kindergarten of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary school was
held on the 25th of November 2012, at the reconstructed hall of Armenian
Evangelical Bethel School Secondary School. The ceremony was extremely
well prepared and honored by prestigious guests including pastors, laymen,
sculptors, doctors, politicians, writers, musicians, directors of schools as well
as representatives of cultural centers and foundations.
The ceremony started with the welcoming words of the Educational Council’s
secretary, Miss Varteni Khoudetsian. Afterwards Rev. Selimian took all the
guests on a tour through the reconstructed kindergarten. The expression on
everybody’s face showed their appreciation and gratitude for all that had been
done to make it a kindergarten with the best of the children in mind. Once back
from the tour everybody got together again and Rev. Serop Mgrditchian
thanked the Lord for the wonderful work, which had been completed. After the
prayer, Rev. Selimian greeted everybody telling them how much he himself
appreciated that they had come to attend the opening of the Kindergarten and
also said a few words of appreciation to all who had had a hand in making it all
possible. Then he congratulated the Educational Council of the Armenian
Evangelical Community for having achieved something new and so very
important to the community, also remembering everything else, which had
been achieved during the last ten years. He also thanked the Lord for His
abundant grace and he said, "We as a tormented nation are enjoying the fruit of
our hard work and God is blessing us and will continue to do so.” At the end of
his speech, he extended his heartfelt thanks to the most eminent President of
Syria, Dr. Bashar Hafez Al-Asad and to the hospitable and gracious Arab
people. After Rev. Selimian’s speech Father Vazken Koshgerian and Dr. Toros
Toranian expressed their heartfelt feelings of gratitude to the Educational
Council of Syria for its valuable services to help and support the students to

continue their education on an academically high level. After the speeches, the
specially prepared cake of the day was cut by Rev. Selimian and given to the
guests by the pastors of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo and the
director of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School. The ceremony
ended with a prayer and benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian.

Women’s’ Auxiliary Worship Service
Under the auspices of the Armenian Evangelical Churches’ Women’s
Auxiliary Committee a worship service was held to remember Christmas on
Wednesday 19 th of December 2012, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church. More than 150 women attended the service. The event was a
wonderful opportunity for the ladies of the Armenian Evangelical Churches to
share the joy of Christmas, and to remind one another of God’s great love for
the world, and most of all for giving us the greatest of gifts, His own Son.
The worship service was led by Mrs. Houry Mousa Oghli, who also gave a
brief devotional talk about the Advent time. The program also included
Scripture readings, spiritual songs, and prayers. The keynote speaker for the
day was Rev. Haroutune Selimian. His chosen theme was from the Scripture
passage “Luke 2:9,” “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” The service ended with a
prayer said by the Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian
Evangelical Community in Syria. After the worship service, the ladies had a
great time of warm fellowship on the campus of the church.

Christmas Banquet 23 Dec.
On Sunday noon, 23th of December 2012, the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church with all its families once again experienced the Joy of Christmas. The
banquet was held at the reconstructed hall of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Secondary School. The program included welcoming words by Mrs. Sosi
Bakhchejian, a prayer as well as a greeting with a short message by Rev.
Haroutune Selimian, pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church. After
lunch, the members of the church played various games led by Nazani
Manchurian. There was also a musical program performed by George
Sarkissian, accompanied, on piano, by Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian. The banquet
reached its climax when Santa Claus arrived at the hall and distributed gifts
and Christmas joy packages to all children.
At the end of the program, the pastor and his wife were invited to the podium
to cut the cake that had been prepared on the occasion of Rev. Selimian’s reelection as the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community and for his
20 years of pastoral service as the pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel
Church. Mr. Samuel Mncherian, on behalf of the Armenian Evangelical Board
of Trustees, took the opportunity to thank the President Selimian, for his great
achievements and successful ministry and honored him with a very
appropriate gift on this wonderful occasion. After receiving the gift Rev.
Selimian expressed his gratitude to everybody and specially thanked all those
who had served faithfully throughout the banquet. After that, he expressed his
thanks to the Members of the Armenian Evangelical Community for their trust
shown by re-electing him as the President of the Armenian Evangelical
Community in Syria. He promised to serve the Community faithfully for the
Glory of His name. The banquet ended with a benediction said by the church
pastor.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

On the eve of the 30th of December, 2012, Yerakhdik Children's Choir directed
by Mrs. Shoghagat Apartian-Selimian brought the Armenian Evangelical
Bethel Church and all the people attending the concert the greatest season's
greetings and wonderful blessings from our heavenly Father.
In the wonderful program there were many traditional Christmas songs,
refreshed by new arrangements and the beautiful voices of the very welltrained choir, made up of 25 children. The songs varied from soft and
inspirational songs like, “Away in a Manger”, “Christmas is Love”, “Silent
Night”, to rhythmic, joyful and enthusiastic songs like, “Joy to the World”,
“We Wish you a Merry Christmas”, and “Hark the Herald”. The guest musician
was Lila Sahagian on violin, who played some beautiful solos, and the vocal
solos were presented by Mrs. Palig Kalemkerian Popova (renowned Opera
Singer). It was to be a day that could only be outmatched by the angels
themselves singing at the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Once more the

traditional Christmas hymns in new setting gave the audience the Joy of the
Lord.
The event was concluded by Rev. Selimian’s words of thanksgiving and prayer
of gratitude to God for His abundant grace and love.

We thank God for blessing us with the vision to serve our people in this region
of the world. Our aim is to improve our Christian witness and make it more
effective. We ask you to continue to pray for us as we serve our God
by obeying and trusting Him.

